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A 
Vom Schem Hamphoras und 

vom Geschlecht Christi 
(of the Unknowable Name and 

the Generations of Christ) 

Introduction to the English Translation 

Written in ,1543, this book, now published in English for the first time, must 
seem difficult if not impossible to understand. Not only is the English usage confus
ing and ungrammatical, but the thoughts and views of the author, Martin Luther, 
seem so foreign to our thinking. 

The origin.al German is of course even more difficult. The reasons for this are 
not hard to find. In the first place it must be remembered that prior to Luther, 
literate Germans (indeed all literate Europeans) used Latin to write almost any
thing, especially something as serious as theology. Luther's failure to be grammati
cal and use a consistent style is explained by the fact that there was no German 
grammar in 1543, any more than there was an English grammar. Thus, anything 
went. Luther mixed tenses in the same sentence, jumped from one thought to 
another in th<;:.same paragraph, rushed from the singular to the plural and back, had 
no consistent punctuation and spelled any way at all. 

In addition, the expressions and idioms used by Luther are antiquated. This 
is best understood by considering that Luther was a contemporary of William Dun
bar in English literature, and wrote earlier than Spenser and before Shakespeare 
was born. · 

With these problems in mind, I first translated this long essay into modern 
German and then into English, although I have kept the English translation as 
Luther wrote German. I left all of the errors where they were. This gives the non
German reader at least some notion of Luther's style. 

Luther alludes to many Hebrew and Latin words, uses Latin and Hebrew phrases 
without translating them into German and quotes biblical sources inaccurately. 

163 

:ec~·ca:.::&..cC ::.;ecc:a:J .ffi<c.~ ~~-;::;:-:-· ..• • 



164 The Jew in Christian Theology 

Luther's Hebrew ,was weak, as he himself readily acknowledged. As a result, there 
are numerous mistranslations in the text. I have left these as they were written. In 
short, I made no effort to correct Luther's mistakes. 

I did make many judgments concerning the English vocabulary best suited to 

reflect Luther's meaning. All translators must do that. I have no doubt that another 
translator may have chosen different interpretations in some instances. 

It is nevertheless my contention that I have faithfully reflected the book Vom 
Schem* Hamphoras by this English rendition and have given the reader an oppor
tunity to look at an aspect of Luther's work and thinking which needs to be 
understood in order to comprehend the spirit of his age and the consequent fate of 
the European Jews. 

In making this translation I followed these principles. First, I tried to reflect 
the manner in which Luther wrote. Second, within these limits I tried to make the 
English version reasonably understandable to its reader. Third, I tried to remain 
flexible enough, using certain American idioms where necessary, to give the transla
tion the meaning it deserves. This means that I did not translate verbatim if such 
translation would have led to a total distortion of the author's intent. 

This translation is based on the German St. Louis edition published by the 
Concordia Press in 1890. I used this edition because the editor, Johann Georg 
Walch, succeeded in updating many of the antiquated phrases and words used by 
Luther. This made this edition much more understandable to me. 

I also referred to another German edition begun at Weimar in 1883. This edi
tion was published by the Herman Bohlaus Publishing Co., which issued over 60 
volumes through 1983. None was published during World War II. The 53rd 
volume of this edition contains the Varn Schem Harnphoras and was published in 
1920. However, the language is that of 1543. Consequently it is accurate to say that 
the St. Louis edition is now the most modern in the German language. 

Nevertheless I referred extensively to the footnotes in the Bohlaus Edition. 
The Collected Works of Martin Luther also exist in English and were published 

by Concordia Press in 1971. However, Varn Schern Hamphoras was not translated 
and was therefore omitted from that English edition. Therefore the present transla
tion is the only English version of that book yet published. 

The notes attached here are my own. They serve to explain some of the obscure 
references made by Luther to various authors whose names and works are seldom 
known today or to whom Luther refers so casually that they cannot be easily iden
tified. This lack of precision is also true of Luther's references to historical names 
and places. I have tried therefore to explain these as well in the footnotes, particularly 
since Luther did not always know the dates of various events in the history ofisrael 
or Christianity. 

The Bohlaus Edition of Varn Schern Hamphoras published in 1920 contains 
several introductory remarks. The following is a translation of these remarks, which 
may be found on pages 573 and 574 of that edition. These remarks are not signed. 
No name is associated with them. However, the editors ofVolume 53, in which this 
essay appears, are F. Cohrs and 0. Brenner. Printed in Gothic German, they are 

* German spelling of the Hebrew word for "name." The usual English spelling is 
"shem." 
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slightly longer than this translation. I have rendered inro English only that pan 
which makes the Luther rexrmore understandable than it would otherwise be. The 
remainder of the introductory remarks in the Bohlaus edition concerns the fare of 
the original Weimar edition. of this book and has nothing to do with the contem. 

In his publication Concerning the Jews and · Their Lies, Luther 
already announced another publication concerning the Jews: in 
special notes he sought ro exhibit wha t Porchetus had written about 
the power of the Shem Hamphoras. Directly after finishing that 
publication Luthe~ fulfilled that promise. Our publication was 
already finished on the 7th of i\,farch 1543, so that the preparation 
must have succeeded directly the publication "Of the Jews etc." 
Luther announced the conclusion of "Of the Jews etc." to Justus 
Jonas who promptly translated it into Latin and who was therefore 
particularly interested in the development of the new work. [That 
is, Varn Schem Hamphoras.] He wrote this about it: "non is facile 
transferes in Latinum." 1 

Jonas did not risk the translation of this publication. 

In "Of the Jews," Luther already used the work of Salvagus Por
chetus de Salvaticis, a 14th century Canesian monk, Victoria adver
sus impios Hebraeos. 2 

This time he exhibits in German translation the part from the 11th 
chapter of Part 1 which deals with the sacred incantation of the 
Schem Hainphoras and the legends concerning its origins. He 
(Luther) censures the superstition which is evidenced by the 
veneration of that incantation and ridicules the Jews who believe 
these silly tales. 

But, as its entire heading indicates, the annotmced comenrs have 
yet a second pan: "Of the Lineage of Christ." Luther says himself 
what motivated him to presenrrhis pan. The publication wlucb bad 
been the iriducemem for Luther's work "Of the Jews" also claimed 
that it could not be proved that Jesus was of the tribe of Judah be
cause the apostle Matthew directs the tribe of Juda toward Joseph 
and not toward Mary; that therefore he could not have been the 
Mes~~ah because of the tribe of Juda and the House of David. Since 
Luther had not yet discussed this issue in " Of the Jews" he made 
up for it now and provides harmony between the divergent lines of 
descent in Matthew 1, 1-16 and Luke 3, 23-37. Thus be Jets Jesus 
descend from David in one instance through his stepfather Joseph 
and in the other through his mother Mary. This second pan is at
tached to the first without any other connection. They hang to
gether only because they constitute a supplement to OJ the Je--.i;s and 
Their Lies. 

1. "It is not easy to translate into Latin. " 
2. Victory over the impious Jews. 
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The Lineage of Christ (Matth. [) 

March 1543 

Doctor Martin Luther 

1. In the last pamphlet [ Of the Jews and Their Lies] I have announced that 
I will henceforth ignore what the ferocious, miserable Jews lie about their Shem 
Hamphoras' as described by Purchetus in his book called Victoria.• 

This I have done herewith, in honor of our belief, and in opposition to the = 

devilish lies of the Jews so that those who want to become Jews will see what kind 
of "fine" dogmas they must believe and keep among the damned Jews. 

For as I plainly stipulated in that pamphlet, it is not my opinion that I can write 
against the Jews in the hope of converting them. That is why I did not call that pam
phlet Against the Jews, but Against the Jews and Their Lies, so that we Germans may 
know from historical evidence what a Jew is so that we can warn our Christians 
against them as we warn against the Devil himself in order to strengthen and honor 
our belief; not to convert the Jews which is about as possible as converting the Devil.

5 

3. As discussed in Chapter 3, this Hebrew phrase means "Hidden name" and re

p11tedly refers io the tme name of God. 
4. Luther here refers ro the Gerwese monk Porchecus Salvaticus and his book, Vlc-

i::ori.a. adversus impios Hebraeos or Victory over the impious Jews, published in 1315. 
A pamphlet of 94 pages, this tract by Porchews was reprinted several. times. A Parisian 
edition of 1520 came inw Luiher's possession. The book is n.crw stored in the mimicipal 
library at Karlsnihe. In 1938 the Karlsrulw librarian Gerhard Kattenncm discovered 
seven German and Latin "nores in the margins of that book wrif.wi by Li1ther. SeE 
D. Martin Luthers Werke, Weimar, Herman Bohlaus, Nachfolger, 1980. 

5. Diabolos comes from the Greek verb diabolein meaning "to calumniate or 
,hrow across." This is a close translation of the Hebrew word Shoton or Satan. Tht 
ancient Iranian word daeva or evil spirit is involved here and has a Sanskrit cognate deva 
meaning a benevolent deity of India. The reason for this apparem divergence in meaning 
between the ,wo cultures is that the Hindu Indians and the Parsis of Iran fought many 
a battle over religion until the benevolent god of the Hindus became the malicious spiri, 

of their enemies, the Parsis. 
The name Beelzebub is also used to signify ,he devil. This name is derived from the 

Hebrew Baal Zebub meaning Lord of the Flies, an expression found in Kings II 1:2 anc 
referring to the god of the Ekronites, hence a Phoenician deity. As the god of strangers he 

became iha de-oil of the lsraeli!es. 
There are of course imwmberable oiher 11ames for the devil in other cufrures. All how-

ever indicaui that mm ev~,rywhere and at all times recognized ihat evil and natural calam
ities such as disease and death are inevitable. Conseqtwitly a large literature concerning 
rhe devil exists not only among religious writers but also in folklore, mythology and in art. 
Consider ,he role of the devil, called Mephistopheles, (From the Latin mefitis, stench) ii! 
the story of Faust. See George V. Tomashevich, "Unbelief in the Concept of the Devil,"" .. 
in the Encyclopedia of Unbelief, Buffalo, N. Y., Prometheus Press, 1985, pp. 141-· 

150. 
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2. For jus, as we must teach and ,vritc concerning t:he Devil, HelJ, Death and 
Sin; what they are and what they can be, so I also write about the Jews so thac we 
can guard against all of these. Not rb.at we can make an angel out of the Devtl or a 
heaven out ofHdl or Life from Dearh or Holiness from Sin. All char is impossible. 

A Jew or a Jewish heart is as hard as stone and iron and cannot be moved by 
any means. Even if Moses and all the Prophets came and did all their wondrous 
works in front of rhcir eyes as did Christ6 and his apostles, so that rhey would quit 
rheir unreason, it would still be useless. 

Even if they were punished in the most gruesome manner that the streets ran 
with blood, that their dead would be counted, not in the hundred thousands but 

. in the millions, as happened under Vespasian in Jerusalem and for evil under 
· Hadrian,7 still they must insist on being right even if after these 1,500 years they 

were in misery another 1,500 years. Still God must be a liar and they must be cor
rect. 

In sum, they are the devil's children damned to hell; if however, something 
human still remains in them, for him this essay may be of use and come to some 

-good. Some, so inclined, may still hope for that whole gang as they wish. I have no 
hope there anymore and know of no writings concerning such hope. We cannot 
even convert the majority of Christians and have to be satisfied with a small number; 

_ it is therefore even less possible to convert these children of the devil! Although 
there are many who derive the crazy notion from the 11th chapter of the Epistle to 

the Romans that all Jews must be converted, this is not so. St. Paul meant some
thing quite different. 

6. Christ is derived from the Greek word chriein meaning "to anoint. " This in 
; turn is a direct translation of the Hebrew word mo'shiach which also means "to anoint." 

The kings of ancient Israel were anointed with oil. The word anoint is derived from the 
Latin unguere, "to smear." 
· 7. The emperor Vespasian had the full name of Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespa
Jianus. It was he who commanded the Roman armies which put down the revolt of the 
Jews in Galilee, i.e., northern Israel. As a consequence of that victory he was elected 
unperor of Rome and left his son, Titus, in charge of the army. Titus destroyed Jerusalem 

" in 70 and later became co-emperor with his father, assuming sole power on Vespasian's 
.leach in 79. ' 

Publius_Aelius Hadrianus was born in 76 C.E., became emperor of Rome in 117 and 
4ied in 138. Buried at Castel Sant Angelo in Rome, he was known in his lifetime as a 
great builder of public works and a man of many talems, interests and considerable educa
iion. He declared his intention to rebuild the Jewish temple and the city of Jerusalem which 
iiad lain in ruins since 70 when the first Judean revolt was put down with great ferocity. 
Hadrian, who visited Judea in 130, declared that the intended temple was to be dedicated 
ro che Roman god Jupiter and that the city was to be called Aelia Capitolina. 

This announcement led to the second Jewish revolt under Bar Kochba in the year 
;.32, a revolt fueled by the additional rumor that Hardian intended to prohibit circum
.:ision. Despite some initial successes, the Jewish armies were defeated again by the 
·Romans and their allies. 

This second defeat lead to the final exile of most Jews from their homeland and their 
disp,miori throughout the Middle East and Europe. It was this dispersion and the failure 
ef che Jews to have their temple rebuilt which Christians for many centuries viewed as divine 
pmishment. for the rejection of Jesus by the Jews. 

• 
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FROM THE EI
1
EVENTH CHAPTER IN THE FIRST PART OF PURCHETIS BOOK, 

TRANSLATED INTO GERMAN BY D.M. LUTHER. 

1. We will now see how the Jews were always such enemies of Christ's 
wonders that they attributed them to Beelzebub, the lord of the devils. For he 
(Christ) did do so many wondrous works as no one else has ever done as he himself 

says in John 15. 
It has also never been claimed that anyone else in his Name made the blind 

see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the dumb speak as Isaiah prophesied in verse 35, 
4.5 .: " God, the Rewarder, will come and help you. Then the eyes of the blind will 
be opened, the ears of the deaf will be opened, the lame will jump like a deer and 

the tongue of the dumb will say praises." 

2. Over and above these many wondrous signs he did many more, woke up 
the dead, cleaned the leprous, and healed many others among the sick and did so 
many other signs that no one, except God, could have done them; yet, the meanness 
of the Jews, always associated with evil tricks, had the nerve to blaspheme a:id 
shame these miracles with lies. They have composed a book against Christians in 

which they write t:he following lies: 

3. It happened at the time of Helen, the Queen, who reigned over the whole 
land of Israel," that Jesus, the Nazarene, came to Jerusalem. In the Temple of the 
Lord he found the stone upon which in earlier times was set the Ark of the Lord; 
Shem Hamphoras was written upon this stone; whoever learned the names of these 

letters and understood them, could do whatever he pleased. 

4. Our wise men worried, however, that if the Children oflsrael were to learn 
this Name they would destroy the world by means of that power. Therefore they 
constructed two bronze dogs and set them on two pillars in front of the door of the 
sacred place. Now if someone entered and learned the letters of the aforementioned 
Name, and came out again, then the metal dogs barked at him so dreadfully that 
from fright he forgot the Name and the letters which he had learned. 

5. Now Jesus, the Nazarene, came and learned the letters and wrote them 
on a parchment . Then he ripped up the flesh along his leg and placed the notes 
therein . And because he named the Name, nothing hurt him and the skin came 
rogether as it had been before; as he now left the Temple, the bronze dogs barked 
at him so that he forgot the Name promptly; as he came home, however, he ripped 

8. 111 ch1Jjirst century C.E. M onobaz I, king of Adiabene, "a disrrict in the upPer 
Tigns region, "became a converr to Judaism. His sister, his wife Helena and her son Tz~tes 
iik~'{J!ise conven.ed co Judaism. On ihe deach of Mondoa2l, Izaie.s became king and r..ded 
from 36 w 60 C.E. Helena spent the 1·est of her lifa in Ju-.tSalem, where she built /u:J·self 
a palace. Alr:Jwi.igh she was know11 for charir:y and piety, she never ruled in Israel as claimed 

by Porcherus. 
Helena was buried in the Tomb of the Kings still found in the north of Jerusalem to-

day. See Encyclopedia Judaica, Jerusalem, Keter Publishing House, Vol. 2, p. 267, and 

Vol. 8, p. 288. 
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open his leg with a knife and took the notes out upon which the letters of the Shem 
Hamphoras were written and learned them again. 

6. Thereafter he gathered about him 310 young men of Israel and said to 

:hem: Look here, the wise men say I am the son of a whore, because they want to 
::7..1Je over Israel; you however know that all prophets prophesied concerning the 
.:\-1.essiah; I am he, that is true. As Isaiah prophesied concerning me: "See, an Alma• 
is pregnant and will bear a son and his name will be Emanuel" (Jes . 7, 14';. That 
is how my ancestor David prophesied and said: "You are my son, I begot you to
day" (Psalm 2, 7): Thus, my mother bore me without contribution from a man, 
alone from the power of God. Therefore, not I, but they themselves are children 
::>fa whore, as Hosea says: "I will not have mercy on their children for they are the 
-:hildren of whores" (Hosea 2, 4'). 

7. Then the youths from Israel answered him: If you are the Messiah, give 
us a sign. What kind of sign do you want from me? They said: Make a lame man 
stand, as we are. He said: Bring one here to me. Soon they brought a lame man who 
had never stood on his feet and he spoke the Shem Hamphoras over him; at that 
same hour he arose and stood on his feet . Then they all bowed before him and said: 
He is without any doubt Messiah. They also brought a leper to him. He spoke the 
Name over him and laid his hand on him and he recovered at once. Therefore a 
good number of worthless persons from our people associated with him. 

8. However, the wise men, as they saw that Israel was beginning to believe 
in him, caught him and brought him to the Queen Halani who possessed the land 
of Israel at the time and said to her: Gracious Lady, this man makes magic and 
tricks the world. Jesus the Nazarene answered: Gracious Lady, the prophets pro
phesied years ago about me and one of them says the following: "A twig will grow 
f::-om the clan ofJesse" (Jess. 11, I). I am he, and of him David says: "Well being 
t::> him who does not wander in the advice of the Godless" (Psalms I, I). 

9. She said: Is what this one says in your law? They answered: Yes, it says 
s:> in our law, but it does not refer to him, but this is written concerning him in 5 
Moses, 13, 5: "The prophet should be killed for he taught injustice against God." 
E:ut of the Messiah it is written (Jer. 23, 6) : "In his time, Judah shall be helped." 
Thereupon this Godless one answered and spoke to the queen: I am the one, for 
I can wake the dead. 

10 . The queen sent with them her most trusted servants and the Godless one 
made a dead man live by means of the Shem Hamphoras; from then on the queen 
was astonished and said: Certainly, that is a great miracle. She held the wise men 
in contempt so that they had to leave her in shame which hurt them and those from 
I~rael a great deal. And Jesus the Nazarene moved to upper Galilee. 

9. The word alma is Hebrew. Christians trans/au -.his word to mean "virgin"; 
J:ws translate it to mean ''young woman. " Thus, the famous sentence in Isaiah 7: 14 is 
;-endered in the Jerusalem Bible, "Behold the young woman is with child." 
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11. And the wise men returned to the queen and said to her: Gracious La::l.y, 
this fellow deals in magic and confuses all living things. She thereupon sent her mer
cenaries so as to catch him; but the people in Galilee did not like it but fought 
against her. H owever, he said: You should not fight for my sake; for the power of 
my father in heaven and the sign. he has given me will defend me. And the people 
in Galilee made birds of clay before him, so he said Shem Hamphoras about them 
and the birds flew promptly; and they fell upon their face and prayed to him. 

12. At that same hour he asked that a large millstone be brought and thrown 
into the sea; when that had been done, the Godless one pronounced the Shem 
Hamphoras, and caused the stone to lie still upon the sea and he sat on it and said 
to the mercenaries: go to your lady and tell her what you saw. Thereupon he got 

up in front of them and walked about on the sea. 

13. The mercenaries went and told the queen Halani everything they had 
seen. She became exceedingly upset and called the•wise men and said to them: You 
claimed that this man Jesus the Nazarene is a magician, but you should know iliac 
his signs prove that he is indeed the son of God. They however said: Gracious Lady, 
let him come here so we can expose his michief. Meanwhile, the elders oflsrael went 
and admitted a fellow by name ofJud~s Iscariot into the most holy of the Temple. 
He learned the letters Shem Hamphoras in the same manner as Jesus of Nazarene 
had learned them and ripped open the flesh on his leg which the other one (Jesus) 

had done. 

14. Then Jesus the Nazarene came with his following and the queen asked the 
wise men to appear as well. i\nd be stepped before the queen and said: David pro
phesied about me: "Dogs surrounded me and an _assembly of evil doers encircled me"· 
(Ps. 22, 17). But this is a1so said by me, J.:r. 1,8: "Be not afraid of them for 1 am with 
you, char I rescue you , says the Lord." BU[ the wise men disputed this. 

15. And he said to the queen: I shall rise to heaven, for thus said David of me: 
''Rise up, God, above the heavens." (Ps. 57, 12) and raised the hands like wings, 
through the name Shem Hamphoras, and flew between heaven and earth. Since the 
wise men saw this, they spoke co Jud as Shariat, he should say Shem Hamphoras 
and go up after him. He rose up and wrestled with him so that both fell back down 
together; and the Godless one broke an arm: Christians weep about this every year 

before their Easter. 

16 . At that same hour, the Israelites seized him and hid him with cloths and 
beat him with whips of pomegranate trees. And said to the queen Halani: If he is 
the son of God, then let him say who beat him; but he could not say it. The queen 
spoke to the wise men: See, he is in your hands, do with him what pleases you. 

1 7. Then the}( grabbed him and led him ro the gallows; however, no man er 
what tree or beam -they hung him on, it broke in rwo at once; for he had conjured 
all trees and woods by means of Shem Hamphoras so that they could not hold him. 
So they went and got a cabbage stem, which does not grow from a cree but from 
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a weed, and hung him on it. Such is no miracle. For in the Holiest there grows a 
stem every year as about 100 pounds of seed hang from it. Haec ille. 10 

18. Where are they now, the unfaithful Christians who became Jews or wish to 
become Jews? Come here for a kiss, the devil has thrown it in the N. and emptied 
the stomach again, that is truly a holy place that the Jews, and whoever wants to 
become Jew, must kiss, devour, booze and pray to and then the devil also boozes and 
devours which his disciples see and can throw out both from above and below. 

Here the right guests and hosts have come together, cooked it right and pre
pared it. Oh, how it served both of them right! 

The devil had been created a beautiful angel so that he could, together with 
the other holy angels, forever sing the eternal Te Deum Laudamus with his holy, 
angelic mouth. That he could not tolerate and became a devil who now devours 
with his angelic trunk and devours with joy what the Jews spit out and from above 
and below. That became his dainty morsel in which he grazes like a sow behind the 
fence on St. Margareth's Day'1; right, right, that's how he wanted it. 

19. The Jews too got what they deserved. They had been called and elected 
to be God's mouth as Jeremiah says: (Jer. 15, 19 and Ps. 81, 11): Open your mouth 
wide and I will fit it; they however, kept tightly closed their muzzles, eyes, ears, 
nose, whole heart and all senses, so he polluted and squirted them so full that it 
oozes from them in all places and devil's filth comes from them. 

Yes, that tastes good to them, into their hearts, they smack their lips like swine. 
That is how they want it. Call more: Crucify him, crucify him. Scream more: "His 
blood come upon us and our children" (Match. 27, 25) .12 I mean it came and found 
you. 

20 . Now let us rake a look, one at a time, at the "fine" dogmas of the Jewish 
belief as given in this essay., so that anyone who has the inclination to become a Jew 
will be relieved. If you want to become a true Jew then listen and learn the catechism 
of the holy Jewish belief, but not in the name of God. 

21 . First, you must believe that Helen had been queen in the land of Israel or 
Canaan, during the time that our Lord Jesus Christ lived, taught and did miracles. 
Not alone the Apostles and Evangelists oppose this, but also the Roman Empire as 
it then existed; in addition the testimony and exile of the Jews which began at the 
time of Vespasian, 250 years before Helen was born; you must not be fooled in this, 
but think: the rabbis (authors of such a book) cannot be wrong, heaven and earth 

I 0. What else. This is the end of the Porchetus quotation. 
11. St. Margareth of Amioch was a 15-year-old martyr who jumped off a building 

- to her death in order to preserve her virginity. Hers was one of the voices heard by Joan 
"of Arc. See The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967. 

12. Numerous Christian writers have commented on this phrase from Matthew, us
ing it as justification for the bloody persecutions which mark all of Jewish history. As late 
as this century, some Christian pastors used this phrase as a technique of neutralization 
for the Nazi atrocities they themselves witnessed. 

" 
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and all angels aµd creatures together with God must be wrong sooner than they. 
That you must believe if you wish to become a true Jew. 

22. Thus, you must also believe everything that is written here concerning the 
queen Helen, as she dealt with and let others deal with Jesus the Nazarene 250 years 
before she was born; for that belongs to what is to be known as part of the catechism 
of whoever wants to become a Jew. If someone were to say: the Jews had not been 
in the land for 200 years at the time of Helen, but were dispersed in the whole world, 
and Jerusalem had neither a temple nor a government; against that you must smile 
sarcastically against the damnable goyim 13 and say: our Rabbis write it, therefore it 
must be so, even if God himself, using Scriptures and the work of creation says 
otherwise; he must do what the Rabbis want. 

23. In addition you must believe, that two bronze dogs could at that time also 
have barked without Shem Hamphoras; before then, and now, no one can do it any
more; even with their bronze eyes could discern sharply who went in and who came 
out and in addition, who had copied the letters engraved into the stone: those mus: 
have been very sharp eyes, particularly since they were ore, and could see through 
such thick walls, doors, and a curtain. No doubt you would have difficulty wit.li. this 
since all living dogs in this world, who can of course bark naturally, and much less 
the bronze dogs, would not believe such a thing if they could hear and understand 
such a thing. 

But don't let it worry you; whatever the Rabbis say, that is right, ask nothing 
further if you wish to be a pious Jew. 

24. Now you must also believe that the wise men of Israel were no wiser than 
to protect the Shem Hamphoras with two bronze dogs instead of iron doors, fences 
and similar things, even though the damned Goyim could have found other wise 
men. Would it not occur to you here that the wise men oflsrael had far less sense 
in this than the bronze dogs themselves. Yet, you must forget such thoughts and 
think rather: what those rabbis say is right and cannot be a lie. 

25. In the third place you must believe that in the Sanctuary in Jerusalem there 
grew each year such large cabbage stems that they were stronger than any other gal
lows beam and that 100 pounds of grain had grown on it. In addition you must be
lieve that 200 years after the destruction a temple stood in Jerusalem. 

Not only that, but that it was simultaneously a cabbage patch and a sanctuary. 

13. The Hebrew word goy means nation. Thus, "Goy Israel" means the nation rJ} 
Israel. However, in the Yiddish language, a farm of medieval German mixed with Hebre".l! 
and Slavic phrases and used by Eastern European Jews, the word goy came to mean 
"non-Jew," that is, a nation other than Israel. Goyim is the masculine plural form of 
that word. In the Hebrew language, the ending-im refers to the masculine plural as rn 
Elohim ("Gods," derived from El, "God''). This is a remarkable matter because mi 
third word in Genesis is Elohim thus leading to the exact translation of that first sencenu 
in the Bible to mean: "In the Beginning the Gods created . ... " 
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Even if all histories, Moses and all the prophets, even God with all the angels say 
otherwise, than that is a lie, for the belief of the Jews must be right. Remember that 
well if you want to become a Jew. 

26. Finally, you must surrender to that which a rabbi says, no matter how 
peculiar it may be, you must believe it is right regardless if God himself ordered it 
otherwise and said: For so Moses ordered them 5 Mos., 17, 8. "If they do not under
stand something_, they should go up to the priests and the judges, who are ar that 
place and whom God elecred. They shall (says be) give you a verdict; according to 
the law that they reach you shall you do, and according to the judglllent that they 
tell you, you shall conduct yourself so that you do not deviate from ic, neither ro 
the right or to the left." Here it is concluded (I almost said shit upon)•• that every
thing the Rabbis say a Jew shall believe without deviating from it. Therefore they 
now say, they must believe their rabbis even if the same said the right hand is the 
left and the left the right, as Purchetus writes. Just as the two Jews who visited me 
did. When I urged them to regard the text they said they must believe their rabbis 
unsupported by any text; that is why, according to my own experience, I must be
lieve Purcheto in this matter. 

27. If you now wish co become a true, pious Jew, submit then as said, that you 
believe what the Rabbis say even if it is against God, reason, angels and all creation. 
For now you are rold thar a Jew is expected to believe that the nght hand is not the 
right hand if a rabbi says so. God must have said, yes, he has created it according 
to his eternal Word, and specifically ordered that the right hand shall be called the 
right hand as all angels and creatures acknowledge. Now that may be the truth until 
a rabbi comes along and says, no, it is not so, but what I call the right hand, that 
is the right han,d. What shall God's word and work together with that of all angels 
and creatures testify as against a rabbi who is so much higher and better than God 
and all creatures? 

28. Now you must also believe that the queen Helen and her wise men and 
Jesus dealt with this matter 200 years before she was born;. that cabbage stems grew 
annually in the sanctuary, as thick as no beam able to carry one hundred pounds 
of seeds; that bronze dogs can bark; that Jesus as well as Judas Sharioth'5 did miracles 
i:hrough Shem Hamphoras, as said above and again here. 

Yes, if a rabbi put garbage before your very nose in a bowl and said: here you 
1:ave a tasty almond broth, you would be expected to say you had not eaten a better 

14. 111 Gem1an, Luther wroUJ: "Hie ist's beschlossen, (ich haue schier gesagt bes
dz.issen:) . "Note the play on the two Gen nan words bescblossen, meaning to conclude and 
beschissen, meaning to shir upon. Luther was by no means ashamed to use such language 
ihroughoui his works. 

15. Reference is made UJ Judas, the betrayer of Jesus. Usually, Judas is refem:d co 
a; Judas lscan'ot as if lscan·oc were his last name. fl should be remembered h<r,J.Jever, char; 
cr..e use of lase names was uuerly unknown in the ancient world. The word should therefore 
Qe read "Ish Kariot," ''.A man.from Ka.riot." The Hebrew word ish means ".Man" and 
Karim was a town in a11ciem Israel. 

• 
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broth in all you;- life. Risk your life when you say otherwise. For whoever has the 
power to say left is right and right is left, never mind God and all his creatures, can 
certainly also say his behind is his mouth and his mouth his behind and his belly 
a brothpot and a brothpot his belly. 

29. Whenever you have learned these things and can believe them, then run 
there quickly and let yourself be circumcised before the bronze dogs see this and 
come from Jerusalem and bark out of you again such high understanding of the all
holy Jewish beliefs, or before the seducer HaNozri (The Nazarene) enchants you 
into the Christian beliefs with his Shem Hamphoras. For now you are a righteous, 
fine, holy, clever Jew and yourself competent to call left, right and making the belly 
into a broth pot so that you have enough to devour with all the Jews all your life when 
you invite as guests all the devils. Thank also such high and heavenly rabbis from 
whom you are so highly learned and deeply hallowed that God himself and all his 
angels must be astonished at your holiness, the damned Goyim are not worth it to 
smell or hear anything about this. 

30. Perhaps, one of the merciful Saints among us Christians may think I am 
behaving too crude and disdainfully against the poor, miserable Jews in that I deal 
with them so sarcastically and insultingly. But, good God, I am much too mild in 
insulting such devils; I would like to do it but they are much too superior in sarcasm, 
and even have a God who is a master at sarcasm and is called the actual devil and 
evil spirit. What I can do to insult him to his anger, that I should do cheaply for 
he had earned it. I want to show you a bit (for those who don't otherwise notice) 
what an unmentionable scoffer he is here. 

31. The haughty, evil spirit plays with three types of derision in this book. First 
he derides God, the creator of heaven and earth, with his son Jesus Christ, as you 
can see yourself, so long as you believe as a Christian, that Christ is God's son. 

Furthermore, he derides us, the whole of Christianity, because we believe in that 
son of God. Thirdly, he even derides his own Jews, ascribes to them such shameful, 
foolish, silly things concerning bro=e dogs and cabbage stems that all dogs would 
bark themselves to death if they understood such a wild, raging, senseless, angry, 
ridiculous fool. Is that not a master of derision who can, with one and the same 
ridicule, accomplish three insults at once? The fourth derision is that he insulted 
himself with this, as we, God be praised, will see with joy in those days. 

32. The Jews deride themselves the most in that they obey the devil, their 
God, in this derision and thereby become raging fools. For they don't do it in error, 
but because they know it full well and because natural reason given by God warns 
them, shows them and convinces them that this cannot be true; still they delude 
and flatter themselves that they learn from the devil and preach such obviously 
shameful lies and slander against us Christians and Jesus the Nazarene. Indeed, it 
is right, master and pupil have come together in the right school. 

33. Further. Besides this derision they prove once and for all their mastery over 
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heaven as they say Jesus the Nazarene, (Jesus of Nazareth is meant) 1• has done his 
miracles through Shem Harnphoras which means "the interpreted name"; more 
later. Here they admit, as they must, that the miracles of Jesus the Nazarene were 
true, legitimate signs and they accuse and damn themselves just as their ancestors in 
the Gospels that he has woken up the dead, made the lame walk, cleaned lepers 
(Matth. 11, 5) which are such works which are possible for and pertain only to the 
singular, eternal, divine power; men and angels are not capable of doing them any 
more than that creatures can create something from nothing. All reason must say this. 

34. Now let's take a look at the delicate fruits, the circumcised17 holy men. 
They attribute such divine works and miracles to the Shem Hamphoras, that is the 
empty dead, miserable letters, written in a book with ink, or hovering on the tongue 
or in the heart so that even the godless are carried along. Let the Shem Hamphoras 
be what it may; they are, and cannot be anything but, single, dead, powerless letters, 
although the Jews act as though it were the same as God's Holy Scriptures of which 
they prattle a lot although they don't know what they are talking about. What can 
letters accomplish as letters from their own power if nothing else is added? What 
do they, those letters, help the devils, Turks, Jews and all the godless who misuse 
God's name incessantly and violate the commandment. After all, Satan and all god
less names and works are also cast in holy letters. 

35. But the mad Jews give the Shem Hamphoras the divine power, as the only, 
sole letter, without any promise or commandment from God. For they all say that 
even the godless and seducers can do many miracles and divine works through these 
letters. Where are they now, the circumcised holy men who pride themselves as 
against us Christians, that they alone are the ones who honor the single right God 
since the damned Nazarenes pray to three gods? 11 

Here they give divine power and honor the bare, single, dead letters in the 
Shem Hamphoras to such an extent that even the godless and the deceivers of God's 
majesty can do works of their own against God's will and prohibition (in the Ten 
Commandments). 

16. Nazareth is a town in northern Israel (Galilee) where Jesus spent his youth. 
17. Circumcision is an ancient practice widespread in many human societies. 

Among Jews it has been viewed as a divine commandment and is regarded as evidence 
of a covenant between Israel and God. Genesis 17:11 reads, "And you shall circumcise 
the flesh of your foreskin; and this shall serve as the token of the covenant ber:we,m me and 
you. " This practice is regarded as so imporcant in the J ewi, li communuy chac Spinoza 
in Tractatus Theologico-Poiiriticus (1670) "declared thm the praciice of th-is rite was 
alone sufficient to ensure &he surviv al of the J ewish people. " Sec Encyclopedia Judaica, 
1971. 

Fraz£er in The Golden Bough mem:ions numerous societies which practice circumci
sion as a signal of init£ation imo aduli life, as a substitute for castration and, among modern 
:Americans~ as a health measure. In Europe, r:his practice was regarded as Jewish. Chnstians 
did not circumcise until about the middle of che twentieth century. Thus, circumcision was 
viewed wii/1 disgust by European Clzrisriam and became so firmly associated with J ews that 
a few Europen Jews escaped dearh at the hands of rhe Nazi murderers miring the Holocaust 
because rhey had, for one reason or another, not bae,1 circumcised. 

)'.1-JDw ... -'),..J..'.- -.,,..,, - ' - . ;rr,. - • .;;;;-.,,,... . 
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Indeed those,are holy children of God who placed so many gods over their own 

God as there are letters in the Shem Hamphoras. It is said that there are 216 of them 
as will follow; that is, they pray to 216 thousand devils and not the right God whom 
they insult so and whose divine honor they steal with the Shem Hamphoras; they 
are the same ones who appropriate the miserable letter. 

36. Oh, how the mad Jews had it coming! they did not want to accept Jesus 
of Nazareth as savior and son of God so that they could have remained with the 
only righteous God as we Christians have remained. For it is impossible that he who 
accepts the right belief and Jesus Christ as Messiah should or could accept more 
than the one, right and unified God for he must, as the devil wants, accept strange 
and several more Gods even if it is only naked, dead, worthless letters or Shem 
Hamphoras, that is, big bags full of piled-up devils. Yes, such Gods the Jews wanted 
to have instead of the right God, Jesus of Nazareth. 

37. Here they might say: you Christians do the same thing. You speak words 
over the water and calling it baptism wash away all sins and make a newborn person. 
You make bread and wine into body and blood with words; you place the hands 
on the head of a sinner and with words free him of his sins. This is what your Luther 
writes: Whoever picks up even a straw in God's word does a better act than all 
monks, nuns, bishops, pope etc. Now words are no more than solitary, bare, poor 
letters: you just as well give them the tasks, which are in the nature of Gods majesty, 
as forgiving sins, new birth and resurrection. 

38. We Christians are sufficiently and well instructed and informed concerning 
this, that it can be settled in a few words; Christians say therefore that water is nothing 
but water, words no more than mere letters which cannot do or help beyond tlieir 
nature and even less so capable of producing divine tasks in us; for water and letters _ 
do not make a baptism. 18 I have often seen a horse or an ox slurp up a bucket of 
water. Now if you were to immediately pronounce the words of baptism over that 
then the horse surely would not be slurping up baptism nor be born again; more 
is demanded. The baptism is the sort of thing from which all devils may not swallow 
one drop for it would become a poisonous weed for them, burning like hellfire; in
stead they flee as far as they can for they may not witness the baptism nor remain 
present. Why is that? They certainly do not pay regard to water and letters. .... 

39. However, because God has ordered and commanded that we should ~ 
employ our hand and tongue and pour water over the one to be baptized with the 
words and letters he has commanded, promised us and assured us in all certainty 
that he himself will be present with his divine grace and power and will do this task 
himself. 

Here you understand that we Christians do not give the water and letter any·~ 
divine power nor claim it is our deed, but admit that it is alone God who wants this_;~ 
in this fashion as he likes it, that is to prove and show it on us through water, letters ·_ 
and the word. 

18. Baptisma (Greek) = dipping. 
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That doesn't mean vacant letters and just water such as a cow slurps, but rhat 
through which God joins Himself to us so That he can exercise his grace and his 
power through us and upon us as his tool. Therefore, both ware:r: and letten; a.re in 
baptism (nor otherwise) full and rich in God's grace and power, because he bas 
p:omised and revealed it, he .himself will do it. "Go and baptize" (he says) not in 
yocr name, bur "in the Name" so that it be a work of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost. 

40. Therefore we reje.ct the Pope together with his whole church, for he filled 
the whole world with similar tricks, magic, idol worship, for he too has his particular 
Shem Hamphoras; he comes along and conjures the warer with empty, simple, va
c:mr letters, pretends it is holy water \Vhlch washes away sin, drives rhe devil away 
and has a number of orher powers, seeks to imitate God Like a monkey. Then he 
coofures wax the same way with void and empty letters, sells it to emperors and 
kings as holy Agnus Dei'" which has a great deal of virtue, sustains himself with that, 
i::J fact, becomes ri.ch in the world, just like any arch trickster, magician and idol 
won;hiper. So he conjured caps and plares and all rhe world with mere words or let
te-s, so thar they become monks, nuns, priests, who hold mass and sell, call upon 
and celebrate saints, cash in induJgences, pray to corpses, serve the Devil, and earn 
heaven through their own works, that is, thar heaven in which the Devil is bishop 
and pope [Hell). 

41. That he needs good words from the scriptures and God's name is even 
more digusting since God nor only did nor command him to do so, but has spe
cifically prohibited this. It is wrinen: "You shall nor misuse God's name"; that is 
wnyhi-s power is not there, but there are only empry, void powerless letters. If, how
ever, something does occur because of it, it is not the work of God but of the Devil, 
so as to srrengthen bis lies and tricks (through God's pecrnission) to confuse the 
unbeliel7ers, and to tempt the believers and to warn them; as we can see, v.irches 
and other magicians often do great harm. The Turks also conduct such swindle 
among each other, in. wartime tbey bring with them beautifully wrinen Arabic let
ters, (I have seen many of-them) so rhat these vain letters, or as they claim, good 
and holy wor;ds, ensure their safety in face of weapons and danger. 

19. This prayer, said in almost all Christian denominations consists of the words: 
'~4.gnus Dei, qui tolles peccata mundi, miserere; dona nobis pacem, "or "Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy; give us peace. " 

"Lamb of God" is a designation derived from John 1: 2 9. In modern English the sen
terice is: "On the followi~g day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, 
there is the Lamb of God who will take away the sin of the world. "An earlier use of the 
d1;Signation "lamb" can be found in Isaiah 53:7. "He was oppressed, but he humbled 
him.self and opened not his mouth; as a lamb which is brought to the slaughter . . .. " This 
is given a Christological interpretation by Christian theologians. 

Felecien Challaye (Petite Histoire de Grandes Religiones Paris, Presses Univer
sitaires de France, 1947, p. 138) shows that the archeologist Masson Oursel translated 
th~Jollowing sentence.from ancientAssyn·an-Babylonian cuneiform scnpt: "He delivered 
tha head of a lamb for the head of a man" and that this refers to the belief of the Assyrian
Baoylonians that the sins of the community could be alleviated by substituting a "scape 
goat" for punishment earned by one and all. 

• 
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Thus,-the qevil fills the whole world with swindle, idol worship, deception as 
if he had nothing better to do than to instigate special Shem Hamphoras in every 
community. 

42. Now I am concerned that it is time to know, and the reader ought to l:e 
astounded to discover, what the Jews' Shem Hamphoras is. As I have said, I know 
and am certain, that it is not nor can be anything but ordinary, common, poor le:
ters. However, to uncover and exhibit and advertise their foolishness and to uncover 
the devils' maliciousness, I want to advertise it here as much as I can do it and kno-.v 
it: let those who don't have it any other way read Antonius Margarit. 20 There is in 
2 Mos. 14, 19, 20, 21, a text as follows: 

43. "And the angel of God, who traveled before the army of Israel, arose and 
moved behind them, and the pillar of clouds also moved away from before tl:ein 
and moved behind them and came between the army of the Egyptians and the army 
oflsrael. However, it was a dark cloud, and lit up the whole night, so that they coU:d 
come together the whole night, this night and no other. And Moses stretched his 
hand out over the seas and the Lord let it move away through a strong east wir:.d 
all night, and made the sea dry and the water divided from one another."21 

44. This text has 216 letters in the Hebrew which are divisible into three Enes 
or paragraphs so that each verse receives seventy-two letters. One could make six 
good verses from this, but the rabbis won't have it. Here note now the high art of 
Shem Hamphoras. If you write the three rows under one another, so that one letter 
is positioned exactly under another one, then do this: Take the first letter in the fi::-st 
row and the last one in the other row, and the first one in the third row, place them 
together you will have a word of three letters; do it in the same manner with all let
ters in the three lines or rows, you will find seventy two letters since each one bas 
three letters. 

45. They can easily do this in the Hebrew alphabet since all letters also serve 
as digits or numbers; for they count with letters as do the Greeks. We, however, 
have no more than seven numerical letters, i.e., CD IL M V X. 22 Nev.ertheless, 
I want to try and show it to us, the Germans, although it is only a rough exan:ple. 
So I align three rows of twelve letters so that the text is this: 

20. Anwnius Margarit was a contemporary of Luther. He had converted from 
Judaism to Christianity and thereupon became Professor of Hebrew at the Universuy :of 
Vienna. He published Der Ganze Judische Glaub (All the Jewish Beliefs). This ami,
Jewish book became one of the sources for Luther's Varn Schem Hamphoras. See :0. 
Marrin Luthers Werke, Kritische Gesamtausgabe 53, Band, Weimar, Hern:0.11 

Bohlaus, Nachfolger, 1920, p. 413. (Dr. Martin Luther's Works, Annotated Com• 
plete Edition, 53rd Volume, Weimar, Herman Bohlaus, Successors, 1920, p. 413. 

21. This refers to Exodus 14:19-21. The author continued the number of letters in 
these three Hebrew verses and found them to be indeed 216 as asserted by Luther. 

22. In Latin, not German. 
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L V C I M I L X D I C V 
L V X L I C V M D V M I 
I V D I C V D I C L I I 

46. Now I take the foremost letter Lin the first row and the last one, I in the 
other row and the foremost letter I in the third row, constituting the word LII. If 
thereafter you also do the same with the other letters this will produce the word 
VMV; and if you do the same with the third letters, then the word CVD will occur. 
Now do the same with the fourth letters then you will have the word IDI and so 
forth as the Jews do with the three verses of Moses. They make seventy-two words, 
each of three letters, from this. These words of three letters each, made from this 
an, have no meaning, are not expected to mean anything just as you can see from 
the four examples which give us Germans the four words, LII, VMV, CVD, IDI. 
Instead, the text of Moses remains in its natural meaning as it is read. 

4 7. I would have been glad to make the example more plain, however, the 
numeral letters cannot be used that easily. However, help them with a bit of con
templation; for it should say about this: 

Lucy milks the cow. 
Luxli, you come to me. 
Jew, chew the swill 23 

48. However, since k.a.e.n.x. are not numerical letters, I had to omit them or 
speak that awful wendish or danish German. 

49. Now you ask: What have the seventy-two three-letter words from the text 
of Moses done? So listen to the other piece of great art. They are expected to be 
only number letters but no longer reading letters; not grammatical as they are read 
in school, but arithmetic as they are read in an arithmetic school. Now you must 
not read my example LIi as in school, but as in a financial office where one would 
not read LII, but fifty two. The other word is not read VMV, but one thousand and 
ten. The third word is not read CVD, but six hundred arid five. The fourth word 
is not read IDI, but five hundred and two and so forth. Therefore al! letters in the 
Mosaic text must become arithmetic, for grammatically, they contribute nothing 
to the Shem Hamphoras. 

50. Furthermore, and in the third place, you must learn that those seventy
two three-lettered words, made from the Mosaic text, are the names of seventy-two 

iingels (I almost used the word devils) just as if in my example I had spoken the four 
words, LIi, VMV, CVD, IDI, so that four angels have been named. One is called 
fifty-two, arithmetically; the next one one thousand and ten, the third one six 

23. Luther uses Ilze amiquaced middle-high German word Klien, which is Kleie in 
modern Gennan.. This word occurs in the popular German proverb, "Who mixes among 
the pig's swill, wz71 be eaten by the sows. " (Wer sich mischt in die Kl.eie, den fressen die 
Siiue. ''.) 
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hundred and fiv;: and the fourth one five hundred and two. Therefore the seventy
two angels are called by numerical names, one called seventeen, the other one 
twenty-two, another seventy-nine and so forth. 

51. What good are now those seventy-two names of angels from the arithmetic 
point of view? Clear your throat, now we get to the target, now we get to the true 
main issue. You have heard that the entire text Moses 2 Mos. 14, 19, 20, 21 has 
become numericals divided into 73 names of angels. Now you must recognize that 
these selfsame numerical letters will again become grammatical or reading letters 
but remain numerical as well; namely thus: the first angel, Lll, is called fifty-two 
arithmetically. Now you must go and seek one or two other words which also mean 
fifty-two, but it must be a word that names God or says something about God's 
power or works. Thus, I follow my example: "God's love is absolute." 

Here you hear a well understood saying, that God's Jove can do and accom
plish everything. The letters are all grammatical or reading letters. Nevertheless you 
can find the angel's LII name arithmetically; that is, an L and two I are fifty-two. 
You can look for more such examples yourself, as in: "God helps a lot" or "God 
gives salvation" etc. Here you can recognize an understandable sentence following 
grammar and reading letters, and yet you have here at the same time the arithmetic 
or numerical letters LII which constitute the name of the first angel. This you must 
now do with the other names of the seventy-two angels, that is, with the whole text 
of Moses, 2 Mos. 14 which is divided into these seventy-two names of angels as you 

have heard earlier. 

52. Now here you can see how God's name, or whatever one may say about 
his deeds, is mixed into the names of the seventy-two angels. And it is thus a name 
adopted throughout the whole text of Moses, that is, through all of the seventy-two 
names of angels, that is Shem Hamphoras, the well interpreted name. Such tom
foolery is easily committed in Hebrew because they can convert all letters 
arithmetically, and LII, that is fifty-two, can be given in other words which we can
not do with our A B C as we have few, that is only seven, arithmetic letters, C D 
I L M V X. Therefore, although I can write LII as well with these letters xxxxxii 
or xl and xij, I certainly cannot make a grammatical word or speech from that, as 
they can do in the Hebrew. Surely, "x" is seldom used, particulary among us Ger
mans, so that we would probably not miss it at all in the German language. That 
is why in the sentence "God's love is absolute" we must borrow additional gram
matical letters, so that the angel's LII name can be written grammatically and arith

metically. 

53. Now you can object and say that in this fashion one could as well make 
something else of these numerical letters, in Hebrew in Latin or in German. For 
example: "Satan helps a lot," "Satan saves." 

In that case LII is still the name of the first angel, tha,t is, fifty-two; or "Hans 
helps a lot," etc. Here, Shem Hamphoras would also become the adopted name af 
the devil or humans and anything I might want. But, dear Goy, you have heard, 
before that you must believe and do whatever the Rabbis say and want; otherwise 
the bronze dogs of Jerusalem will come and bark you to death, and, what is eve_h 

!!OS 
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more dangerous, the cabbage stems from the Sanctuary with the 100 pounds of 
grain will fall on you and beat you to death. 

54. Finally, so that the Shem Hamphoras may be complete, they add a bene
diction or prayer to it, put alongside each of the names of the seventy-two angels 
a verse from the psalms so that it becomes seventy-two verses. With this pious devo
tion, (pay attention to it) the great name of God, Jehovah, called Tetragram
maton, 24 is found in each verse; be sure, however, not to name the letters but say 
Adonai25 (the Lord) instead; for he is unpronounceable-more of that later. Now 
you have the Shem Hamphoras entirely and complete, now you are not merely a 
circumcised true Jew, but you can also accomplish all kinds of miracles and signs 
as the deceiver, Jesus the Nazarene had done through it. Now hurry to Jerusalem 
and order the bronze dogs that they bear 100,000 bronze dogs, since each one barks 
ten times louder than the old ones so that they bark the world's goyim deaf, blind, 
stupid, and to death, so that they leave the world to the holy children ofisrael even 
before their Messiah Kochab arrives.26 

55. How is it possible, that during fifteen hundred years27 of misery they did 
not use the art and power of the Shem Hamphoras, but, oddly, as they were de
stroyed by the Romans through Vespasian (for then it was time to do wonders) and 
later when they were slaughtered and dispersed with their Messiah Kochab? 

The answer of the rabbis is that they were not pious enough, that they are home
less and in God's disfavor, and that after such a long time the power of the seventy
two angels has been forgotten. But how is that possible? Are they not forever the 
noble blood and circumcised saints, God's personal people before all the world, the 
dearest children of Israel who do not pray to more than one God? Such as these 

24. Tetragrmmnaum means "Four letters" in Greek and refers to the four Hebrew 
letters which tradiiicmall.y make up the name of God. 

These are the four letters also known as the "Shem Hamphoras," the "Unpronounced 
(or Hidden) Name." They are Yud, Hay, Vov, Hay. This is of course a transliteration 
of the Hebrew into the English and hence only approximate. 

25. Since the Jews believed I.hat che 11ame of God was too sacred to be pronounced, 
the onginat pronounciaiion of Yud, Hay, Vov, Hay has been forgotten. Jews have for cen
turies pronounced Ado1lai, mea11ing ''My Lord," when in fact the scriptures exhibited the 
tetragrammaton. 

Z6. Lucher refers zo Simeon Bar Kochba who led che second :Judean revoli agai,m 
the Rrm1ans in 130. Kochab is rhe Hebrew word for scar. As Bar Kochba was iniiially 
successful in his fight against the Roman legions, some Jews viewed him as ihe expected 
Messio:. However, zhe revolt was crushed by the Roman forces in the same year fr1 which 
ic began and Bar Kochba was killed in zhe fighting. 

See A History of the Jews by Solomon Grayzel or any other of the many volumes 
on Jewish history. 

2 7. Luther was evidendy of the opinion that Jerusalem was destroyed earlier than 
was in fact the case. This is not surprising. Many writers, prior to the nineteenth century, 

-were not certain concerning the exact dates of past events. History, before Ranke (1795-
'1886), was often more conjecture than fact. For examplo, the great English historian Ed
ward Gibbon (1737- 1794) mixedlegen.d and mythwichfacts in his famous Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Em_pire. 

■ 
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cannot be in disfavor (unless scripture is wrong) as the damnable goyim who p~y 
to more than one God and consider Jesus the Nazarene as the messiah. They ought 
to be in disfavor so that no Shem Hamphoras can help them. 

56. Furthermore, how could the wise men become so foolish that they would 
forget the power of the angels in the Shem Hamphoras, as they had been so clever 
that they preserved this treasure with two bronze dogs and were so powerful that 
they could permit Judas Shariat to enter? They themselves wanted badly to enter 
there whenever they desired and became like Judas Shariat with all his doing, whi::h 
they still are, now. That is why the great treasures of art must still be with them, 
inherited from Judas Shariat and his ancestors, and cannot be altogether lost. How 
could they otherwise write and talk so certainly about them? 

57. The damnable Goyim, who are stupid louts, will not and cannot learn any
thing. Haven't you heard earlier that if a rabbi says the right hand is left, then she 
is left. If he says the left hand is right, she is right. Therefore, also, when a rabbi 
says the art of the Shem Hamphoras is lost, then she is lost; but if he says they stll 
have it, then they still have it. Ifhe says they are in disfavor, then they are in disfavor; 
and if he says they are the only dear chosen people of God then they certainly z::e 
that. 

58. Here you will probably ask me: whence do the Jews have this high wisdom 
so that the text of Moses, the holy, innocent letters, divided in three parts be divided 
into three verses, and make arithmetic or counting letters from them and name 12 
angels and at once, the whole Shem Hamphoras becomes restored? You must leave 
me alone with that but ask the rabbis about it, they will no doubt tell you.-Yes, 
but I want to hear your opinion in advance, before I become a Jew; thereafter I w-11 
know that I must believe what the rabbis say; you have promised me the Jewish ca:::
chism. Keep that promise. 

59. Well, now, I don't know in detail where they got it from, but I can guess 
approximately. Here at Wittenberg, in our parish church, there is a sow carved in:o 
the stone under which lie young pigs and Jews who are sucking; behind the sow 
stands a rabbi who is lifting up the right leg of the sow, raises the behind of the sow, 
bows down and looks with great effort into the Talmud2

" under the sow, as ifhe 

28. The word Talmud is Hebrew and means "Instructions." It is derived from :-1,e 
Hebrew word Limad to instruct. The Talmud consists of 34 large volumes in its Engl;,h 
translation. (The Babylonian Talmud, I. Epstein, ed., London, Soncino, 1935-194&.) 
It took several centuries and numerous authors to write this vast literature which may ~e 
compared to the publication of all the lectures ever given at Harvard University on all su!,
jects ever taught there during the 350 years of the existence of that institution. Thus, :he 
Talmud deals with a vast body of knowledge affecting every phase of Jewish life. During 
the Middle Ages copies of the Talmud were repeatedly burnt by the Christian authoriries 
who believed that the Talmud contained anti-Christian messages or that the Jews would 
convert to Christianity if only the Talmud were no longer available to them. 

Today, the Talmud is still studied by a small group of interested scholars. It has rww 
been published in English in several editions and can be seen in most university libra,:es. 
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wanted to read and see something most difficult and exceptional; no doubt they 
gained their Shem Hamphoras from that place. For in earlier years there were many 
Jews in this area, as proved by the Hebrew names of country towns, villages, as well 
as citizens and farmers which exist even today, so that even a learned and honest 
man who was an enemy of the nasty lies of the Jews would have torn down such 
a picture. For among the Germans it is said of someone who pretends to great 
wisdom without good cause: "Where did he read that? ·on the behind of the sow 
[ crudely expressed]. " 29 

60. One might easily ·want to use the word "Shem Hamphoras" in this con
nection; however, it turns out to be Peres Shema or, as they do, have the gall to 
make it Shem Ha Peres so that it sounds close together. The same as if a German 
while listening or reading understood narren for nahren [fooling for feeding]; or he 
has improved [gebessert] my property rather than [gewassert] watered. Thus the evil 
spirit ridicules his imprisoned Jews, lets them say Shem Hamphoras while believing 
and hoping for great things; he however means Sham Haperes which means "here 
is filth," not the kind that lies in the street but the kind that comes out of the belly. 
Sham means "here" or "there"; Peres, which is in the intestines of the sow and all 
animals, as used by Moses in the third book (Cap. 8, 11) as he promised to burn 
the sin offering with skin and hair and with its Peres, i.e., its filth.3° 

61. For the devil has possessed and caught the Jews, so that they must act ac
cording to his will, (as St. Paul said) to fool around, to lie, to blaspheme and to curse 
God and everything that belongs to God. As wages for that he gives them his ridi
cule, Sham Haperes, and helps them believe that this and all their lies are a valuable 
thing. They do not complain or cry out about such a dreadful prison, nor do they 
seek to get out of there with even the least sight, but instead are glad to be inside, 
consider it as a particularly great freedom and would love to have us Christians in 
there too. Bowever, they do scream about the Roman prison, as they are not im
prisoned by us, but we, our money and our possession, by them in our country; for 
they feel too good and therefore deal with us as the devil with them, scorn us to our 
detriment just as the devil scorns them for their eternal damnation. 

62. As a concrete example of how the mad Jews deal with foolishness, they let 
the above text remain, because God promised and predicted that Moses shall split 
the sea with his rod in order .to lead the children of Israel through it etc. Yes, that 
is the corrJct main text which does it, because God promised and predicted that 
fr shall happen:But the senseless Jews don't act accordingly, confront the story, seek 

29 .. Many European churches, built in the Nfiddle Ages, i.e., between the fell of 
Rome fr1 ,he third cenmry and the fall of Constaminople in 1453, defJl.cted anti-Jewish 
none ca:r-ui:ngs in thefr edifices. This can be easily seen in ihe great cathedrals qj Europe 
and also in many of the lesser. church statues such as che staiue of rhe synagogue in the 
Cathedral at Trier which appears blindfolded and carrying a crown about ,o fall off its 
head. 

30. Shorn does indeed mean "there.,, Thus, Shorn Haperes ("there is dirt'') 
sounds similar to "Shem Hamphoras," the phrase which so excited Luther. 
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like the monkeys to deal only with dead letters, that God added to it at one time 
through his word and law, make no difference between God's law and word, make 
no difference between God's power and word, and their void, senseless foolish
ness. 

63. They even say that whoever knows the strength and virtue of the seventy
two angels can force them through Shorn Haperes to prove their power. First, and 
in that they are right, whoever knows the source of the power of the seventy-two 
angels can do all miracles through that; true as that may be, whoever has a jackass 
which brings forJi gold can have Gulden" but where is there such a jackass? In 
cuckoo land. Therefore the seventy-two angels of the Jews are also in cuckoo land, 
were never creat.:d, will never be created; that is why they rightly say that whoever 
knows the power of these angels will do miracles, as many and wherever he wants. 
We will therefore see that by means of such angels' power they will cajole God for 
their !v1essiah whether he wants it or not and win Jerusalem; how can it fail? 

64. On the other hand, we see how the mad, senseless fools wanted to cast 
spells on the angels and to enslave them with mere letters, and set themselves above 
God, so that the angels would have to do what they want. That's them, the holiest 
of the holy, who pray alone to one God. For praying to one God means among them 
to name one Goel with their big mouth, to exhibit oneself before one God by kneel
ing and bowing down, but to pray with their hearts to thousands of lies and devils 
for that upon which one's heart can rely and confide, that is, one's God; as we, the 
Christians, the mad, damnable Goyim say, that when the mouth keeps quiet, and 
the knees do not bend, nevertheless, because the heart bends without cessation, that 
is, his trust, comfort and reliance rests on the unified God, that is how truly and 
justly we pray to the unified God. 

65 . But that is nothing but foolishness among these circumcised holy ones 
who can sometimes name one God (that suffices) while at the same time making 
gods and angels from letters as they please, and in whom they do not trust alone 
(which we the mad Goyim call worship) but also bewitch for any purpose they 
want. 

A goy ought to want to become a Jew, since they have such power32 that one 
can make Gods and angels according to our own desires, while we damnable goyim 
can do nothing more than believe that the only God has made us all, and that the 
angels govern us, and not we the angels. In sum, a Jew is so full of superstition and 
magic as nine cows have hair, that is, untold and infinite, like the devil their God, 
full of lies. 

31. A Gulden is a medieval German coin. The word is no longer used in German 
but the Dutch call their money a Gulden, pronouncing the G like a German "Ch." 

32. The myth of Jewish power was and continues to be widely believed. Such for
geries as The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, concocted by Russian monks at the end 
of the nineteenth century, claimed that an international Jewish world government exists 
and that this hidden conspiracy controls all finance and all politics on earth. Similar beliefs 
concerning the power of the pope have been circulated among non-Catholic Christians. 
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66. If they nevertheless need such witchcraft with letters, just as one teaches 
children in school to know the letters because they must recite the ABC forward and 
backward, move the letters here and there, so that they learn to make syllables, and 
practice reading, or make pictures and forms with the letters, as many boys used 
to be capable of doing; so it would be tolerable, as an enjoyable childsplay, to see 
how one can do this much better with Hebrew letters than with others; however, 
to give power to bare, solitary, worthless letters; power that can do miracles, even 
through the godless and the enemies of God, that is not only shame and Shem 
Haperes, but the unbearable, slandering devil himself, escaped from bell with all 
his evil. For in that manner the Jews pray to so many devils, so many thousands 
of devils as they invent angels with their Shem Haperes as said above. For they build 
on that and believe it as if the truth although it is a lie. That is what the prophets 
called idol worship, confidere in mendacio,33 to rely on lies, to which honor only God 
is entitled. 

67. Now look what fine holy peop,e the Jews are; they damn us cursed Goyim 
that we pray to more than one God but they, the blessed fruit of noble blood and 
circumcised holiness, alone pray to the only God. That is true if the seventy-two 
invented angels, that is, twenty-seven thousand devils, can be called a sole God, 
then they do indeed pray to one God. So you can see what a big, new, miracle-mak
ing holy man you become, if you deny Christianity and become a Jew instead. For 
through Shem Hamperes you can achieve that all devils are a singular God, some
thing that God himself cannot do. Therefore, think and be grateful to the rabbis 
for their almighty filth, that is, I meant to say Shem Hampheres. Yes, so it goes if 
one does not want to hear God's word, but wants to slander incessantly, then one 
must listen to all the devils and pray to them, as our Lord Christ says, Joh. 5, 43: 
"I came in the name of my father, but you have not accepted me, another will come 
in his name and you will accept him." 

68. Even if they permitted such foolishness and stupidity to be bad lies, and 
lie like the tricksters, and admitted that they are not true signs, what should have 
happened through the Shem Hamphoras: one could still hope they would in time 
become tired of the tomfoolery and on their own accord desist from it. Now, how
ever, they cling to this bad error and rely on it as if it were the truth of God himself, 
create a worship service and idol worship from it, refuse to see what happens 
through Shem Hamphoras as false magic; it is viewed as serious and true divine 
power is expected to operate in it, as they say above in the te..,1:, that Jesus, the god
less, has awakened a dead man among the servants of the queen Helen; jusr as their 
ancestors admitted that Jesus could exorcise the devils which was no trick but in 
the name of Beelzebub (Luc. 11, JS) . 

For their Shem Hamphoras can do everything and anything in a natural man
ner. 

69. Finally, it is an unheard of slander, that they attribute such divine power 
in the Shem Hamphoras, to do miracles, also to the godless, such as Judas Sharioth 

33. To rely on lies. 

• 
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and the deceiver (as they slander) Jesus the Nazarene and deliberately teach sue!: 
things. This also moves Lyra and Burgensis34 and many others although they do nor 
become sufficiently incensed by it. I don't know how I should speak or write about 
this. If I say that the Jews are mad, blind and crazy (as Moses said of them) anc 
are full of devils, then it would all be too little to say about those who wish to pray 
to the only God and are permitted to spit out such slander and teach such things 
as a right. May whoever can understand what may be meant by that, that the divine, 
eternal majesty our loving creator, may he be praised in eternity, should be scolded 
by these damned devil's children so that he is a witness, through his miracles which 
he alone does and can do, Psalm 72, 18.35 A witness, defender~ supporter of all lies, 
seducer, error, idol worship, blasphemy, slander and all abomination which they 
blame on our Lord Jesus Christ; or it is claimed cannot and will not defend himself 
against a false prophet Sham Haperes. 

70. I cannot understand this in any other manner than that they make God 
himself into a devil, in fact into a servant of all devils, who helps, strengthens., 
achieves all the evil which the Devil wants and has the wish and the enjoyment to 
seduce poor souls, to curse himself with his own wondrous works and rage against 
himself-in sum, to be more malicious than all Jews, in fact, than all devils. Oh, 
my God, my dear creator and father, you will credit me graciously that I must spea:, 
of your eternal majesty in so shameful a manner with distaste against your damn
able enemies, devils and Jews. You know that I do it from the passion of my belief 
and in honor of your divine majesty, for it seizes me body and soul. 

71. However, your judgment is right, justus es, Dominie. Yes, so shall Jews but 
no one else be punished, who held your word and miracles in contempt and ridiculec;., 
insulted and damned it for such a long time without interruption, so that they ,vi] 
not fall, like other humans, heathens and all the others, into sin and death, not U? 
in Hell, nor in the middle in Hell but in the pit of Hell, as one cannot fall deeper. 
For that too is their sin, which cannot be worse, for they do not only have contempt 
for you, the righteous and eternal God, by insubordination and disdain for your 
word, but seek to make you into the Devil and servant of all the devils, that you, 
with your magnificent divine power should be witness and serve the Devil in his lies, 
insults and murder, and whatever else is the Devil's work; just, just are your courts, 
heavenly father, they want to blaspheme, and they have done that sufficiently. 

34. Nicolaus de Lyra was the provincial for the Franciscan order in Burgundy 
beginning in 1325. He studied Hebrew in Paris in the interest of writing polemics agaimt 
Judaism. He wrote three books against the Jews and 50 books of commentary on the Bib!e 
transcribing the great Jewish scholar "Ras hi," whose actual name was Rabbi Shlomo ben 
Yitz 'hak (1040-1105). Luther consulted Nicolaus Lyra in his translation of Genesis ar..d 
owed his knowledge of rabbinics almost entirely to Lyra. 

Paul of Burgensis was the author of another anti-Jewish text entitled Scrutinium 
Scipturarum (A Search for the Intended Meaning). See the Bolhaus edition vf 
Luther's Works, vol. 53, pp. 10-11. 

3 5. This verse is translated, "Blessed be the Lord God, God of Yisrael, who do~s 
wondrous things alone. " 
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72. Moses writes, 5 Mos. 18, 20, ff. 30 that God does not want miracles and 
signs to occur on the word of a false prophe:r, and says: "This you shall remember, 
if that which a false prophet says does not happen, then ir is cenain that the Lord 
did not say that word ." Bur these devils say tbar Jesus the Nazarene is a deceiver 
and false prophet; that real miraculous signs, such as wakening the dead, making 
the lame walk, cleaning the lepers, (which no one other than God is able ro do) 
came abour through such a deceiver. It would nor be astonishing, rbat we Christians 
who permit such God damned open slanderers to live among us would long ago 
have been sunk by hellfire into the pit of Hell with the Jews by God's anger, except 
that it helped us that we. did not know it and therefore are innocem of their grue
some conduct. Therefore, better be careful nobles and lords, who protect and toler
ate Jews among them, for I wane to be excused for what you do. Here it is not only 
Christ who is our Lord, and the father in Christ, bur God, the father himse!fin him
self, that in bis divine majesty is insulted even more than Christ, having been made 
not only into the Devil bur also made inro the servant of the Devil and all devils. 
Scream more, Jew, scream now: Crucify him, his blood be on us and our children; 
that which you wanted bas happened. n 

73. Enough bas been said of this, a Christian bean and ears no doubt would 
wish that it had heard nothing of this, nor think of it for it is too horrible, frightful 
and immoderate. 

74. Against the misery it is a bit less as to what they claim foolishly and drivel 
concerning the name Tetragrammaton, thereby exhibiting their stupidity to us Ger
mans. In the holy scriptures, God has many names; however, rhey amount primarily 
to ten, among which is one which they call the big one -and Tetragrammaton, the 
most holy. The others are sometimes also attn"buted to the angels, but this one to 
G-od alone. Here they are so holy and spiri·ruaJ that they will nor name that same 
name, bur rather in its stead place another or the fourleners of the same name, Yud, 
Re Vov, He for it is reputedly unpronounceable. Therefore Sr. Hieronymous says: 
The Greeks, because they did not know these Ieners, read PJPJ, believing the Hay 
to be a Pay.'" 

36. The Jerusalem Bible published in 1988 translace-.s this reference as follows: "But 
the prophet, who shall presume &o speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or thar, shall speak in the name of oiher gods, that prophet shall die. Know 
char when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thingfollow not, nor com.J &o 

pass, that is the thing which tlie Lord has not spoken . .. . " It is avidem that dw beHir.;er 
ca1moi lose here. If Lhe p1·ophecy comes true, the believer is nghz. ff the prophecy does not 
come crue, then the believer is still right si:nce this means r:hat the prophet is a liar. 

3 7. 1.Vumerous Christian clergy, both Caiholic and Proiesiam used ,his phrase for 
years as an "explanacion" for the Nazi persecutions and &Ile Holocaust occu1Ting in 
&~rope between 1933 and 1945. This "explanation" for Jewish misforczmes was used/or 
centuries to bla1ne The victim. 

38. Luther means Hieronymous Sophronius Eusibius, also known as St. Jerome 
(340-420) . He is not to be confused with the historian Hieronymous who accompanied 
Alexander the Great on his campaigns in 323 B . C.E. St. Jerome was a prolific writer 
who learned Hebrew in order to translate the Pentateuch into Latin. He moved to 
·Bethlehem in Israel in his middle age and founded a monastery there. 
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75. First of all, I'll let the matter of the ten names go, as it is not new, for it is 
already mentioned in St. Hieronymus' In epistola ad Mercellam [Letter ro Marcel] 
where he counts them as follows: El, Elohim, Elohe, Zebaoth, Eljon, Ehje, Adonai, 
Jah, Jehovah, Schadai . Others do it otherwise; I care nothing for that. There are no 
doubt more names of God in the scriptures than these, such as Ab, Bore, Or, Chai, 
etc. Father, Creator, Light, Life, Salvation and others similar. And what can be called 
good or be good that must not be attributed to God before all others as he has it in 
himself, as Christ says: "God alone is good; we have received from him, everything 
we are and have." But now we want to deal with the only name, Jehovah, a name 
with which the Devil and Jews commit all kinds of magic, misuse and idolatry. 

7 6. This name, J eh ova, according to grammar, is derived from the word Raja, 
or Rava, which means in Latin: fuit in preterito, esse; in German: wesen or sein, "to 
be"; and the "J" could be nota nominis verbalis,39 as in Josaphat, Jesaias, Jeremias 
and many other names, and amounts to the same as the Latin ens or the Greek on. 
We Germans must pronounce: er ist's ["he is it"]; and so it becomes Trigrammaton 
in Latin, Dygrammaton in Greek, Hexagrammaron in German, or ifwe simply take 
isl I"is") then it is also Trigrammaton. In chat rhey now pretend that the name 
Jehovah is unpronounceable, they don't know what they are babbling; if they mean 
the leu ers, then it cannot be tn.1e for his name is Jehovah. And so he can be written 
with pens and ink so why should he nor be called wirh the mouth which is much 
better than pen and ink? Then why don'nhey also call him unwritable, unreadable, 
unthinkable? In sum, it is a negligible maner. If, however, they do it for the sake 
of honor, then 1:hey should do it also with all the other names, and leave them un
spoken as well. For it says: "You shall not misuse the name of God"; thereforethat 
is rotten. Nowhere in scripture does it say that any one of God's names shall be un
pronounceable, for then all those who misuse God's name would be innocent, for 
they would say, they could not name his name, let alone misuse it. 

77. T his really means ·thar God's being, power, wisdom, go.odne~s and what
ever else one can say about God is unpronounceable, immeasurable, unending, in
comprehensible, ere., so that 11 is not tlle letters or syllables, but that which is 
signified by them which is unpronounceable. Yes, that is how one ought to speak 
of the unpron ounceable n.ame of God. For h e has his being from nobody, has no 
beginning and no end, but is eternal, in and of himself, so that his being cannot be 
called '\vas" or "will be" for he never began, cannot become, has never ceased, can
not end being; for il: is written that with him it is useless "to be" or "to have been" 
Jehovah (2 Mos. 3, 14).4 0 Since creatures are created his being is already there, and 
what is yet to come is already in his being. In this fashion Christ speaks of his diviniry, 
Joh. 8, 58: "Before Abraham existed, I am"; do nor say: There I was, as if he wasn't 
it later; but, "l am" that is, my being is eternal, has not been, will nor become, but 

is an eternal Is . 

39. a. "has been in the past" or "is"; b. "a noteworthy verbal sign. " 
40. Luther refers here to the famous sentence from Exodus 3: 14 in which Moses asks 

God what his name is and God answers, in Hebrew: Eheye Asher Eheye, "I will ever 
be what I now am ." For the Hebrew original see the Jerusalem Bible, p. 65. 
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78. Therefore, as his Is, Being, or Nature are incomprehensible, so it is also un
pronounceable, for no creature can comprehend that which is eternal. Since the 
angels are etemally blissful, for they cannot satiate their desire rn see and enjoy and 
comprehend the eternal Being; for it could be comprehended it could nor- be eternal, 
for then it would itself have a beginning and an end, and could not give anyone a 
Being nor maintain one, because it would be uncenain of irs own existence. Further, 
his wisdom., power, goodness etc. are also incomprehensib)e, for it cannot be any
thing other than his ctivine Being. Third, and this is higher, that in the di-.,,ine Being, 
God is Father, Son, Holy Ghost, three persons in one, eternal, incomprehensible be
ing. Yes, ro say all thar of God would require an incomprehensible, unpronounceable 
name. Who will name, think of the ultim.ate, speak about, write about such a won
drous Being? In this fashion, the ancestors have perhaps pronounced the name 
Jehovah, because God's being, (although as already mentioned cannot be known), 
according to grammar means "of eternity" and names three persons. 

79. Therefore one ought to concern oneself with this, and learn to recognize 
Jehovah-that is, the divine Being-and search the scriptures where he revealed 
himself through his word in tllis life and how he will reveal himself in the next life 
without the Word. 

But that is too high for the Jews; indeed, it is nothing to them, for this is how 
the Holy ones behave: with the mouth they honor the letters of the name Jehovah, 
which shall and must be unpronounceable, bur the divine Being which is indicated 
through the letters they comprehend and measure it with yards, pounds and 
bushels, how it must be, how big, long, wide, deep, heavy and full as they wish. Re
member now, that God had promised them the Messiah, whom he did indeed send 
according to his divine, wonderful, incomprehensible wisdom; so they come along 
and paint a picture or form of him, limit his wisdom and understanding, as he is 
expected to send the Messiah, in the same manner as Kochab did, not as Jesus of 
Nazareth; for their Messiah shall not allow himself to be crucified, but kill the 
heathens and make the Jews masters of the world. 

80. The eternal, divine Being and his eternal incomprehensible wisdom shall 
be found or met in this prescribed manner but in this manner imagined by humans 
who force themselves to limit and compress it; if not, then he shall not be their God. 
For they are the ones whom God can target, a measure, weight, manner and form, 
not only in his works but also in his etemd ctivine being that he must nor be three 
persons in his own being. For there they stand with tlleir compass and angle-iron, 
with yards and lead weights, they will nor tolerate char God, ought to be such an 
unknowable Being, and they are not much smarter, wiser, and insightful than God 
is himself. What is it that the Jews will not name nor pronounce the literal name 
with the mouth, but in their hearts not only name his divine being, the righteous 
Jehovah, but express it, judge it, and even compel it and force it into their standards. 
Therefore they must do, because it is their way (as Isaiah foretold in 29, 13") to 

41. 17ze Hebrew proplzei-Yesha'Yahu is called Isaiah in English. In Isaiah 29:13 
he writes, "And the Lord said, since chis people draw near and with their mouth and with 
their lips dD honor me, bu, have removed their hearrs from me .... " 

• 
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honor the letters ;with their mouths while shaming and slandering in their heart,; 
and still God should always permit himself to be fooled, that they swallow the pi:s 

and spit the shells under his eyes. 

81. They have devoted themselves not to do, live or say anything righteous but 
are instead of a nature that must be vain, false, blind, mad, and senseless as Moses 
says. They believe they are doing something unusual when they do not name the 
name of Jehovah. Do they not meanwhile see that they carry this same name in ilie 
shameful misuse in their Shem Haperes, that their seventy-two invented angels, i.e., 
seventy-two lies and devils, are enhanced, honored and strengthened with the same 
holy name of God adding-all kinds of miracles, illusions and idol worship. I would 
wanr, and they are worth it, that they not only do oot name the name Jehovah, but: 
not name, read, write, hear or have one lerrer in the entire scriptures, for tlley use 
it to dishonor God, dishonor the scriptures and bring on their own damnation. 

82. And how can it be otherwise, dear brother! If God's word does not illumi
nate us and shows us the way, Ps. 119, 105,42 and his light does not shine in a dark 
place, 2 Pezr. 1, 19,41 then nothing else but darkness, error, lies can be there all of 
which we invented for ourselves. Look at our experiences, when we lost His divi.:J.e 
word under the Papacy and seized human teachings instead. What kind of thick 
darkness, lies and misery we adored with masses, hellfire, holy orders, monkishness 
and our own works etc. Now the Jews have no word from God, therefore only dark
ness can be there, for circumcision and Moses' law are no longer in force than the 
Messiah, who should teach them something else, 5 Mos. 18, 15

44 
as he has done; 

they did not want to accept that, but must act in such a way that they do not ::io 
what God wants, for God should do what they want. At the rime that the law of 
Moses was incumbent on them, they did not want to do it, killed all prophets be
cause ofit; now, that it is not obligatory anymore, they want to do it, and murdered 
the Messiah and all his Christians because of it45

; in earlier times with the deed, now 
with full intent, enthusiasm and wish in their hearts. The anger of God has come 

over them as they deserved it. 

The Other Part 

83. From the beginning of the gospel, as St. Luke and St. Mark wrote it, ::he 
question has arisen: why the two apostles have told the story of the origins of the 

42. "The word is a lamp to my fe.et and a light co my path. " 
43. "You should give rhal word your closesz att,mtion, for it shines like a lamp 

amidst all the dirt and darkness of zhe world." See The New Testament in Mod~rn 
English, J.B. Phillips, zrans., Ns-.v York, Macmillan, 1958, p. 512. 

44. Here is a good example of the Chriszian point of view which holds that this san
tence predias rhe coming of Jems the Messiah. The seme11ce is: "The Lord your God will 
raise up to you a prophet froni che mids£ of you, of your brethren like me; you shall listen 

to him." 
45. For unwries, including our ow11, "Christ killer" and "Jew" were sy1wn3'1T.OUS 

in Christian communities. It is hard to estimate how much bloodshed was justified by this 
analogy. Howe·ver, there can be no doubt that it contribuz:ed g,·eady to much murdar. 

_,,.;=-7~,m" 
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family of our Lord Jesus Christ so differently (or, as many have explained it, so con
tradicted by one another?) and it is peculiar that both agree upon the lineage or 
origins of these persons and end with Joseph and not with Mary and Christ; from 
this the wise sought to conclude it is not proved with that that Christ is of the family 
of David, because he does not come from Joseph, whom the apostles trace as com
ing directly from the line of David, and then suddenly abandon the same Joseph 
and substitute Mary. 

84. Here everyone is involved, particularly the Jews, and thereafter the 
emperor Julian and his heathens.46 In fact, many of the old teachers and not a few 
of the new; they need to better understand this and other wonders as to whether 
our Christian belief is wrong here, or uncertain or totally in the dark. That is why 
we want to talk about this a bit but with permission, if I may, that we are happy 
to let anyone do it better. 

85. First, to answer the Jews, if anyone even wants to get into an argument 
with them. Since the Jew moved me the last rime to write about the Jews and touched 
upon this point: it cannot be proved that Jesus is of the tribe of Judah, because the 
apostle Matthew traces the tribe of Judah to Joseph and not to Mary; therefore he 
could not be Messiah as proved by the tribe of Judah and David. Prickly and 
poisonous are the snakes and make every effort to make our books appear wrong. 
For they do not ask because they wish to learn from us and know the truth, but to 
bother and heckle us with such questions-with scorn and derision of our beliefs 
as if we could not prove it. 

86. Therefore one should step on the heads of these poisonous snakes and 
answer in the coarsest and rawest manner, defying the Devil, that Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, is of the tribe of Judah and the house of David says not only the apostle 
Matthew, (about whom they laugh) but even Moses, the firsi: to say it after whom 
all the prophets agreed together. And ifwe Christians otherwise had nothing of the 
Old Testament, other than Moses, then we would have enough, easily enough, to 
prove that Mary must be of the tribe of Judah and the House of David so that all 
devils and the whole world cannot overthrow. (Keep quiet the miserable, screaming 
Jews.) 

87. Moses however says (J Mos. 49, 10): "the scepter shall not be removed 
from Judah until the Silo comes." Here it is certain that the Silo or the Messiah shall 
come from the tribe of Judah, as there is also no doubt about it among the snakes, 

46. This refers w Plavius Claudius Julianus (331- 363). He wascalled che Apouaze 
(from a Greek word meaning "rebel"), a label Ju; eanzed in Christian hiscory because lie 
desem:d the Christian religion a11d sought w reescalilisli the pagan Roman religio11. He also 
promised the J;;iws chat he '?J)OUld rebuild eheir temple i11Ji:rusalem. When he died sudil,mly 
at the age of 32, Christians vfowed chis as a sign that God did no1 wish the temple rebuilt 
because, according co Chrisr.ian cheol.ogy, ir had been desm,yed as pimishmemfor che crime 
of deicide. 
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no matter how P,Oisonous they are. 47 Moses 5, 18, 15, says this: "God will arouse 
a prophet from among your brethren just like myself and you shall hear him." Verse 
18 follows: I will, says God, raise a prophet for them from among their brethern, 
just like you, and will place my words in his mouth so that he may say everything 
that I command him to say and I will myself revenge myself against those who will 
not hear him."48 

88. Here it is written that Mary is of the tribe of Judah and David, and 
therefore needs no more proof; the Jews owe it this Shilo and Prophet to obey him 
as Moses commanded and God himself warned. Now this Shilo and Prophet has 
said, his mother Mary is of the tribe of Judah and David and commanded his apos
tle Matthew to write it. With this, the prickly Jews have their answer: If they will 
not believe Moses, that he said this concerning Mary, then it is not necessary and 
they aren't worth it, that they should listen to Matthew or a few Christians or believe 
in the truth, but Shem Hamphoras, yes, Shorn Haperes49 they shall believe. Such 
a belief belongs to such Saints. 

89. We Christians know (and no devil or Jew can deny it) that the Messiah 
or Silo must come from the house of David. As he does not have a father, but only 
a mother, the mother must of course be David's daughter. Therefore, whoever 
believes that Jesus, born of the virgin Mary, is the true Messiah has already 
acknowledged, sealed and proved that his mother Mary must be of the house of 
David, as certain or more certain as her bridegroom Joseph. 

90. Yes, here one encounters resistance from the Jews: they don't want to have 
Jesus as the Messiah, therefore they bother us with their poisonous, slanderous 
goads about Joseph, Mary; for they are hardly concerned as to whether Mary is of 
the house of David or not. And even if they had seen it themselves, that she was 
born of David, like Solomon and his other children, still they would not believe thzt 
Jesus, her son, was the Messiah. They are concerned with the son, whom they do 
not want; they know, the knaves and lying mouths, that if Jesus is the Messiah, then 
there is no question that Maria is of the house of David. 

4 7. Luther views this passage as final proof of the Christian message because Luther 
and other Christian commentators chose to translate the Hebrew word Shiloh to mean 
"The Messiah. " 

However, "Shiloh was the location of the Jewish sanctuary in the days of the Prophet 
Samuel before Jerusalem became the center of Jewish worship. "See Genesis, additional 
notes, in The Pentateuch, J.H. Hertz, ed., London, Soncino, 1961, p. 202. Hence, 
Jewish authorities claim that this passage means only that Judah will be established in 
Shiloh. 

There are also numerous other interpretations of this sentence based on various possi
ble spellings of the word Shiloh in the Hebrew. 

48. Luther uses the Gennan word rachen, derived from sich rachen, which means 
to avenge oneself. However, the Hebrew word Edroshe, which Luther translates 
"revenge," can also be translated "to require. " 

49. There is dirt. 

. ~.~ 
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91. It is precisely the son who is our Christian concern. For if he is not con
sidered Messiah, then we care nothing as to what the origin of his mother is, in fact, 
as little as what the origins of Sara, Isaac's mother, or where other unknown women 
came from. If, however, he is Messiah then God speaks ro th.e Jews through Moses: 
''You shall listen to him." And ifwe Christians believe the evangelists and apostles 
the one main contention that Jesus is Christos or Messiah, why then should we nor 
also believe all other lesser assertions? For whoever does not believe or want to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, does not need to know who or where his mother 
is; in fact he would have been better off ifhe had never heard one word of the entire 
scriptures and would also have been better off ifhe had never been born. For God 
gambled everything on this man, has shown and changed, and judged everything 
and put everything into his hands; whoever has him shall have everything, whoever 
does not have him shall have nothing; so it says. 

92. And what would we do if St. Matthew and St. Luke had not described the 
lineage of the birth? How many things are not described, as St.John says at the end. 
And as proof of the truth he writes a good deal that was omitted by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke. What Christian would not love to know what the Lord did during the 
thirty years before his baptism. St. Paul described Jesus far more glorious and in 
more detail as the Messiah than all the others; nevertheless, he deals with the 
mother and touches her in passing so briefly, that he mentions her only once even 
then without a name, Gal. 4.4: "He was," says he, "born ofa woman,"50 and, Rom. 
3, 1 "who was born from the seed of David according to the flesh." He knows, the 
dear apostle, that if this main issue is presented, that it makes the Messiah believ
able, so that everything which is the truth must be discovered, or it must not be 
necessary to find it: "For in him, [he says] all treasures of wisdom and revelation 
are hidden"51 (Col. 2, 3) since the Holy Spirit does not let anything false be taught 
or believed. 

93. But the Jews, the circumcised saints, carry themselves with a proud 
courage, brag and hold their heads high against us damnable, miserable heathens, 
and consider it certain thacnot we, but they alone have the holy scriptures; tlierefore 
it is ridiculous to them what we teach concerning baptism, sacraments, keys and 
other articles ofth,e New Testament~ because they don't find h in tlieir book. They 
believe that everything must be only in their book or it cannot be right. And also 
because they do not find in their book the words: Mary is David's daughter, or from 
the house ofDavid, so they argue and rebel against this as if they were certain that 
ir may no be so. 

94. Very well, I will pay them in their own coin and say that they are not Jews; 
for there is not one letter in the Holy Scripture about these Jews and are unable to 

prove it from their book that they are Jews or the seed oflsrael; I surely believe that 
they would deny this. Further, I say in a serious mood and on my conscience: If 

50. "Born of a human mother," Phillips, p. 405. 
51. The modern English translation is, "For it is in him and in him alone, that men 

will find all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." See Phillips, p. 431 . 

~-,., .... _,,.,. ... .......... 1 .. ,,...,., -~ .. 
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nothing more exjsted than the Old Testament, I would close down, and no man 
should try to talk me out of it, than that the present day Jews must be the worst; 
the most vicious and malicious fellows from the whole world who come together 
here and again scatter here and there like the Tartars or the Gypsies and their ilk, 
to make life hard for people with their usury, to spy out and betray all countries, 
to poison water, steal children, and to do all sons of other dastardly damage; as 
brother Richards writes in the edition of the Alkoran concerning the assassins who 
were sent into all the world by the Saracenes to rob the rulers of all the world with 
stealth and to murder whoever they can, in order to seize countries deprived of 
masters. They are called Ismaelites. This can be read in the tenth chapter of the 
work called Al-Koran. 52 

95. History supports such views of mine, as it is written of the Jews and leans 
more and more each day how in all the world into which they have been driven, 
burnt and killed as is mentioned in that book.53 Now one can also see howtheylo·,•e 
to encroach upon lords and nobles using the physician's skill as a pretext. They 
trade skill with magic and letters with which they have satiated Christendom for all 
kinds of weapons and irons. For even the village pastors and sextons have been fooled 
by these tricks in which we found many of the books with names such as Tetragrara
maton, Ananisapta,54 and rarely prayers, signs, names of angels and devils which 
are undoubtedly Hebrew. That is how we found out how they often helped noble 
ladies to get from illness to the graveyard, meanwhile and without doubt laughing 
up their sleeves. 

96. About thirty years ago I heard it told, how a Jew ingratiated himself with 
Count Albrecht of Saxony, and taught him magic against all weapons so that :-ie 
could not be punctured, beaten, shot, etc. Oh, those are fine arts by which our 
masters are misled so that they are murdered by stealth. But Count Albrecht was 
clever and wanted to be sure of that magic in advance. So he rode out to the fi~d 

52. a.) The word "Koran" is Arabic, meaning "The Writings. " It refers to die 
revelations received from Allah by Mohammed, who was his prophet. Mohammed li'!A!d 
from 570 to 632 according to the Gregorian calendar. In the tenth chapter of the Koran, 
called Jonah, there is indeed a suggestion that unbelievers (in the Koran) will be punished. 
However, Luther's interpretation of this chapter is enormously exaggerated. 

It should be kept in mind, however, that Luther and Christians generally wer_e 
frightened by the swift Turkish Moslem advances in the Balkans which they witnessed in 
their lifetime. Thus, Christian Serbia was overrun in 1459, one year after Athens u:~_s 
taken by the Turks. In 1529, five years before Luther wrote Vom Schem Hamphoras 
the Turks besieged Vienna. 

b.) In 874 C.E., an Iraqi peasant, Hamdan ibn al-Ashrath, also known as Quar
mai, became the leader of the Ismaeli sect of Islam. He inspired the Ismaelis of Northe m 
Iran to wage a campaign of murder against all opponents at the end of the eleventh cm-_ 
tury. Seeking to give themselves courage and to disregard the emotional ccmseqi fences oj 
their murderous conduct, the killers used a hemp derivative called hashish. Hence tr.~y 
were called "hashishin, "from which the English word "assassin" is derived. 

53. Of the Jews and Their Lies. 
54. A medieval book of magic. 
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with that Jew and said: "Jew, I must try this magic on you," drew and stuck the Jew 
through and through that he lay dead so that neither his Shem Hamphoras nor his 
Tetragrammaton and any of his tricks could help him. "You lout," said the count, 
"how you led me around by the nose risking my life!" Yes, he may even have softly 
laughed up his sleeve. Now it was better that the count tried it on the Jews than that 
the Jew tried it on the count. I still have a crystal ball which once belonged to Count 
Frederick of Saxony, which my present gracious lord, Count John Frederick, gave 
me. It is covered with gilded Hebrew letters and symbols and is without doubt 
finished in this manner. But that same count was far too clever for such tricks. 
Nevertheless, the louts tried it. 

97. Yes, I say, I would consider these Jews to be evil vagabonds and no true 
Israelites, if there were nothing else available than the Old Testament. For that 
same [book] tell_s us about Jews who were in the land of Canaan, and should still 
be there, and if they were led away because of their sins, then they should have come 
home long ago, according to the promise in Moses 5 Mos. 4, 31, 3 Mos. 26, 44. 55 

However, since that did not take place, one 1:2.nnor think otherwise than that tlley 
will be dried up with time and disappear entirely (like Moab, Ammon and several 
other peoples) or even change into another people and nothing [more] be left of 
them than a bad remainder of meandering foreign louts or gypsies, who circumcise 
themselves and pretend as if they were Jews, for they keep nothing in Moses or the 
Prophets. Since they praise the Old Testament, however, we are better off than 
they. That they circumcise themselves, that the Turks do also, and is no more a true 
sign of Jewish kind or blood, but a real den of cutthroats, full of all kinds of mean
ness and loutishness, to damage country and citizens and to make life hard for 
them. This is also found in the "Beggarbook" that the same people talk a dialect 
including a lot of Hebrew as a sign that they are with or of the Jews. 56 

9 8. Since however, the New Testament asserts that the Jews shall be dispersed 
among all the heathens, and Jerusalem trampled out by the heathens, until the time 
of the heathens is fulfilled, (that is until the end of the world) as our Lord says, Luc. 
21, 24 57 for Christ will remain for ever and no other Messiah will come: that is why 

55. "He will not forsake you, nor will he destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your 
fathers which he swore to them." 3 Moses 26: 44: "I will not cast them away, nor will 
I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them. " 

56. The dialect Luther mentions here refers to the Yiddish language. 
This German-Hebrew mixture of words and phrases was first used by the German 

Jews at the end of the eleventh century and came to be known as ''Judisch" or "Yiddish." 
The language was spoken by millions of Jews in all of Eastern Europe until the Nazi an
nihilations of the 1930s and 1940s. Today the language is hardly used by anyone so that 
in Israel, where Hebrew is spoken, Yiddish is regarded as a foreign language and is listed 
as such in university catalogues. In the U.S. the language has nearly disappeared as evi
"<fenced by the fact that erstwile Yiddish newspapers have either ceased publication or are 
now published in English. Nevertheless, the Yiddish writer Isaac Bashevis Singer won the 
Nobel Prize in literature in 1978. 

57. This passage predicts that "Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the heathen 
until the heathen's day is over." See Phillips, p. 173. 
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I must believe that a few remnants of Jews will remain in the world without ever 
having their own sovereignty, but be always in a precarious condition as is predicted 
by Psalm 59, verse 11, 12, in the spirit and in the person of Christ and his people: 
"By my enemies, God lets me see my joy, he does not kill them so that my people 
not forget; disperse them with your might, Lord, our shield, and knock them 
down." 58 And it should happen to them as to Cain the fraticide, 1 Mos. 4, 14: You 
shall be Nogvonod uncertain and flighty, with no home of your own, to sit on the 
swing and on the scales, and have not certain roots nor place. 59 

99. At the same time, because they are so greedy to attract to themselves and 
collect the loose, wayward, depraved Christians, although they collect nothing good 
there, having done this for many years, the Israelite blood is being mixed, unclean, 
watery and brutalized who have soon learned from them to hate Christians and to 
murder them. Again, the Jews have learned nothing good from them, so that mas
ters and students have practice on each other, sharpened and improved, until they 
became a den of cutthroats and devil's dregs for a renegade Christian will be a bitter 

enemy of Christians. 

100. This is said in reference to the pride with which the miserable Jews brag 
about their holy scriptures, as if no one else had the holy writ; they ought to mal<e 
use of our New Testament, where they ought to be known as Jews who have nothing 
otherwise, so that they prove it. Furthermore, there is nobody who has the Holy 
Scriptures less than the Jews; that we shall see. 

101. If the Jews had ears or eyes, so that they could hear and see, then it would 
be easy to tell them and show them, that more than one Book constitutes the Ho}y 
Scriptures, and that the Old Testament cannot be alone, although they concern 
themselves thoroughly and interpret with Moses and the Prophets and yet do not 
understand them. For they must admit that the Messiah has been promised in tl:e 
Holy Writ. Therefore, when he comes he will not be dumb and lame, but will talk 
and do better than Moses, David, Solomon, and all prophets talked and did. A 
book will develop from such talk and deeds. For he will let it be written just ,s 
Moses recorded his sermons and deeds, Isaiah his, and so forth. The book about 
the Messiah will be much better, holier, and gorgeous than Moses and the entire Old 

58. The Jerusalem Bible of 1988 renders these sentences as: "God who loves ir.e 
shall come to meet me: God shall let me gaze upon my enemies. Slay them not, lest my 
people forget: scatter them by thy power; and bring them down. " 

59. The German transliteration of the Hebrew is mistaken. The words should be 
"Na Vanad" which means "perpetual wanderer." This refers to Cain, who, accordir.g 
to Genesis, was to be a "navanad baaretz," i.e., a perpetual wanderer on the earth. The 
current translation of this sentence as presented in the Jerusalem Bible of 1988 is "Beho:d 
thou has driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face I shall be 
hid; and I shall be a fugi,tive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass that 
anyone that finds me shall slay me. " 

Some Christian theologi,ans view this passage as justification for the expulsions of the 
Jews from numerous communities over many centuries and further see in the last secticn 
of that sentence justification for the mass murders committed against the Jews. 
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Testamenr, for the Messia is not alone holy, as Moses and the Prophets, but the 
most holy ofall the prophets as the prophet of all the prophets must be. Therefore 
his book must be the most sacred of all the lmly books in the Bible. 

102. We damned Goyim did not invenr this, for Moses clearly and distinctly 
declared this to his people, namely that another book of the Holy Scriptures was 
yet to come and which they were to accept. Fonhis is what he said Deui. at 18, 15. 
(as mentioned): "God will send you a prophet from among you brethern, like my
self, listen to him. "60 I hope the Jews, however poisonous mean worms they are, can 
certainly nor say that we invented this passage. Now let us hear the words, we do 
not want to add anything from our own mind, as they are to drag into Scriprures 
their mad, crazy com.men.rs. 

I 03. Moses does not.speak of his. person in that place, how he was born of his 
father, but speaks of his position, how he was called and awakened by God to be 
a prophet; he wants to say: as God has wakened me from among your brethren ro 
be a prophet, so he will again awaken another prophet from among your brethren. 
This other prophet cannot be Samuel, David, Elia, Elijah, Jesaiahor any other who 
occurred in the Old Testament; for they were all under Moses, taught wha r Moses 
(a prophet of God) ordered and promised or announced, that is, circumcision, the 
Ten Commandments, the laws of the priesthood, nobility, of the services to God, 
rhe temple and whatever was to be raughr the people from the substance and parts 
of the Old Testament, outside of that which Moses had ordered and predicted. 

104. If this other prophet is expected to dowirh his prophecy what Moses did, 
then he musr establish other commandments, laws, and rights, a different priest
hood, nobility, divine service, temple and rules. Should he, however, reach nothing 
other than what Moses .aught, then it would be Moses himself or one of che old 
prophets who were under Moses and would nor be like him. Wbar did Moses do 
that he promises with useless words, "God will arouse another prophet like himself 
and they shall listen to him"? Even better he said then: when that prophet comes 
then you shall listen to me, that is, my prophecy. But now he lets go of his mastery, 
gosition and prophecy and transfers them co that other prophet and says: "You shall 
listen to him." For that they should listen to Moses and his prophets drove him 
earlier, and later drove all prophets, to disgust. 

105. This also is proven by the fact that he introduced God himself, who says 
in 5 Mos. 18, 18: "I will place my words in his mouth, so that he will preach what 
I shall tell him."•1 

These words and sermons must be words and sermons differing from Moses' 
word and sermon; for they shall be future and not yet existing expressions while the 

60. The Jerusalem Bible trans/aw as follows: "The Lord thy God will raise up to 
you a prophet from the midst of thee of they brerhem like me; to him you shall hearken . ... " 

61. Jerusalem Bible: "/ will raise them up a propheLfrom among their brechren like 
thee, and will put my words in his mouth; tmd he shall speak to Lhem all that I shall com
mand him." 

• 
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words of Moses, placed into the mouth of Moses about forty years earlier at Mt. 
Sinai, were also iTitten by Moses. That is why Moses defended himself against the 
disagreeable Jews and let it be known that he plainly enough announced to them 
that another book, holier than his, will come through another prophet and that 
another priesthood, divine service, people and law will be founded. 

106. Accordingly, all prophets together with Moses announced in agreement 
with one another, that the Messiah shall be a Prophet and Priest, who will institute 
another sermon, as Moses proclaimed here. Jes. 2, 3, Mich. 4, 2. Many heathens 
will say: "Let us go up to the House of the Lord, that he teach us his ways; for a 
iaw will go forth from Zion, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem."62 Do you 
realize from this that it did not arise like the Law and the Word of Moses, but t.1-iat 
it is to arise in the future and will be a new and different word? Jes. 61, 1: "The spirit 
of the Lord in upon me, therefore he has anointed me (made me Messiah of the 
Anointed One), for I am to preach the gospel to the wretched, to heal the sorrovvful 
hearts." Ps. 110, 4: "You are forever a priest, according to the manner of Mel
chizedek." Zach. 9, 10: "He will preach peace from one sea to another, until the end 
of the world." Jes. 9, 6: "He will be a prince of peace." That is what Zachariah also 
says in 9, 10, "Put away horse and wagon," and Jesiah 11, 4, "rule without the 
sword." 

107 . If he should rule without the sword, and still maintain peace and keep 
it, then he will not be a king like David and all other kings (who cannot rule without 
a sword) , nor teach their wordly laws, so that his kingdom must be an entirely 
different kingdom than a worldly kingdom, which is nothing without the sword and 
his law is nothing, and can have no peace. Even where he should be a priest, 
preacher and prophet, who shall reign in peace, how can he wait for such a rule, 
which has no peace, and must have such far-fetched law, but no eternal peace, as 
the prophets say of him? Israel had peace under Solomon, but only partially so, so 
that they themselves let it be known that he despoiled and impoverished them; 
nevertheless, it was no eternal peace. Therefore, it must be different with these 
other prophets, than with Moses, all prophets, and kings in this world and still re
mains; or Moses must be a liar with all his prophets. He should not be like other 
prophets or kings, that is what the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament assert; that 
is why his book, the New Testament, must be a different and a higher testament 
than the Old Testament. 

108. No or.e is so stupid and senseless as to confirm all of this from Moses 
and the prophets as in Jeremiah 31, 31, for he has too much contempt for these 
learned, full of shit, (circumcised) saints, and may without permission dismiss all 
Talmudists and Rabbis (oh that the worst shall be their lot) and say: "See the time 
will come, says the Lord, that I shall make a new covenant with the house of 

62. Here is at least one Biblical passage which Zionists like to quote as evidence for 
their claim that j'ews have a right to establish themselves in Israel and in Jerusalem. 
Luther, however, views such claims as unjustified and ascribes them to "heathens. " The 
quotation used by Luther occurs in both Isaiah and Micah. 

~"'"•"'-•·~-
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Israel."~ Oh, Jeremiah, keep going, where will you end? You do not know how me 
Rabbis, after 2,000 years are so clever with their comments, which are beuer than 
your clear text. Shall a new covenant and testament come? What will become of 
the old? What will become of the circumcised saints, who do not want to know or 
tolerate more, not even from Christians, the damned Goyim, than the old? Should 
you be so courageous as to ·throw away Moses with the entire holy old scriprures 
and with ir the Talmuctisrs, and the high and super scholarly saints, so chat you can 
prophecy in front of them abour a new book and restament? 

109. And, what is even worse, you impudent heretic, allow yourself to say: 
''Not as the covenant was, which I had made with their fathers, as I led them our 
of Egypt." Oh, Lord, God! Mercy on you, God, you poor Jeremiah, how could you 
become so mad, that you abolish the old covenant, which was surely made by God 
himself, as you admit yourself and say: "which I made with their fathers"; mentions 
the time with it, as if you were.not mad, "as I took them by the hand and led them 
out of Egypt." Well, you are beyond.help, you wanr to be damned by the circumcised 
saints; so I do nor want to beg for you, nor interpret your words otherwise (which 
I couldn't do anyway), for the circumcised saints cannot tolerate it, it would bring 
things from oad to worse. 

I I 0. Bcit he.re the S".iper-leamed Jews hand us damned goyim a most painfuJ 
defeat as they write, our Jesus said himself, lvfaah. 5, 17: "He did not come co abolish 
the law and the prophets, bur to fulfi1J it, for nor a single letter nor panicle shall be 
lost, for heaven and earth shall be lost before this would happen etc. " 64 There you 
havejr you damned Goyim. Well, now, who would have ever believc:d chat die Jews 
are so learned chat they could even reach us Christians die New Tescamem? No 
doubt a bronze dog in. Jerusalem made them so smart with his barking, or a fresh 
Sham Haperes (vulture) with a ]or of smoke, (I meant to say spirit) fulfilled them so 
that they understand so excellently what ir means to fulfill the law. 

111 . Oh, dear God! the miserable Jews have not known all rhei.r lives what the 
least law even is, !er alone what the fulfillment of the law is, and cannot (as long 
as they are such Jews) ever understand it. Other kinds of (oJks belong here, such 
as St. Paul, Romans, 3, 21: "God's justice is revealed, and witnessed through the 
law and the prophets," and Joh. 1, 17: "The law was .given through Moses; but grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ"; St. Peter_, Apost. 15, 10, 11: "That is the 

63. There are some Christians who associate in a New Covenant Church basing 
their beliefs in part on this sentence. Nevertheless, this passage is given a wholly different 
imerpretation in Judaism. 

64. Mathew 5:17: "You must not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets: I have not come to abolish them bul co complece them. "In this verse lies one 
of the most important claims of Christianity concerning the successicm of Chris&ianit.y to 
the divine privileges earlier accorded Judaism. Some Christians today, and almost all 
Christians in Luther's day, claimed r:he Tora, (the Jewish law) claimed that the J= who 
convert to Christianity are really not giving up the Tora because belief in Jesus as the 
Christ or Messiah fulfills the law far better than any effort by any man to meet the re
quirements of the 613 commandments which the Tora imposes. 
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burden, which neither we nor our fathers could have born, instead we believe we 
will be saved tl1rough the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as they were." Better 
tell me how it is possible that the scamps (I meant to say Rabbis) and Sow Jews in 
their Sow school should understand such great words, when all their lives they di:i 
nothing more chan to burrow in the Shorn Haperes (vultures) with their tusks. 

112. I want to say less, for how can a Jew understand what has been said in 
Matih. at 7, 12: "What you want people to do to you, do it also to them; that is the 
law and the prophets." Here almost all of Moses' laws go to ruin. Mauh. 22, 37: 
"Love your neighbor as yourself; that commandment is as the first: you shall love 
God with all your heart. In these two commandments are wrapped up the whole 
law and the prophets."65 Moses evidently understood it as he said 2 Mos. 34, 6: 
"Lord, lord, compassionate God, who forgives sin and no one is innocent before 
you," and David, Ps. 130, 3: "Lord, where you look upon sin, who can remain 
before you?" Ps. 51, 8: "See, you love the truth in the hidden, and teach me the hid
den wisdom." Here, Jeremiah also says: he does not want to write the new covenant 
in stone tablets, like the other covenant which never entered the mortal heart of a 
Jew, and which he never understood, and kept even less; as Jeremiah says (Cap. 31, 
32) : "They did not keep that covenant," instead he wanted to write the new cove
nant in living tablets, upon the hearts so that it would be with living burning letter:;, 

so that God's will be done. 

113. Now, one must of course speak of and write a book about such a livir_g "' 
scripture, written on the heart, just as Moses had to write a book concerning the 
scriptures on the stone tablets; for less and less will occur in secret as the New Testa" 
ment has its effect on the hearts upon which it is written, as compared to that testa
ment that is wiitten in stone tablets but not on the hearts. Of course those ofus wl:o 
are true Christians know all about this; for even the Pope with his church knows 
nothing of this and gives it no heed. The Jews know about as much about this as 

a sow knows of the Book of Psalms. 

114. From this it is certainly proved that a New Testament was destined ;:o 

supersede the old one, so that the pride and fame of the Jews is nothing but a crying 
shame, as they will not permit any testament nor holy scripture to supersede the 
old one. But it won't help them; their own Old Testament is against them, damns 
them with their reputation, because its prophecy is so weak, for the old covenant 
won't do it, the reign of Moses is finished, and the Messiah will not govern 

65. Mauhew quotes Leviticus 19:18. The entire sentence reads: "You shall not talle 
vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love yc:.r 
neighbor as yourself." This so-called Golden Rule is also repeated in Romans 13:10, rhe 
Teachings of the Twelve Apostles and in the Apostolic Constitution. 

It is remarkable that for centuries Christians and Jews argued vehemently over which 
of the faiths should receive credit for this teaching. Since Judaism is older than Christianity, 
Christians would sometimes argue that Judaism states the Golden Rule only in the neg~
tive farm bw Christianity states it in a positive form and is therefore entitled to mc?e 

credit. 
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according to it, for the New Testament will do it. That is why Moses relinquishes 
his office and leaves room for the new prophet. That is why the Jews must accept 
the New Testament, baptism and our belief or they are lost forever. The Old Testa
ment, Moses himself and all the prophets cannot help them but are opposed to 
them and relegate them to Hell. 

115. Here the question arises again as to whether the Messiah did come. If he 
came, then Jews, heathens and all the world are obliged to accept the New Testa
ment, not only as a sacred scripture, but the most holy writ superseding the old holy 
writ. 

Now it has been sufficiently proved that the Messiah came about 1,500 years 
ago; so we Christians, and fir$£ several thousand children of Israel, thereafter many 

..heathens, accepted the New Tesramenr 1,500 years ago and will continue m accept 
ic unriJ the end of the world; but the dregs, the other fsraelites~ they won't accept 
:it, they hold such a negligible thing in contempt. They have despised the food and 
disputed all joy, all because of great arrogance and stubbornness; then they wanted 
TO be insulted and grunt because they found nothing in their hunger. Is it tolerable 
that they should brag and pride themselves that they alone, in all the world, have 
the holy Scripture, when in. fact they do not have one page, not one. leuer of it, as 
far as the understanding is concerned, for use and good of rhe souJ; we are not con
-cemed wirh the physical body or irs uses. For what they look for in the scriptures, 

~ tb:ar they will never find; it is .nor there, nor was it ever in there, as lirtle as in rhe 
most worthless book made on this earth. The Messiah is predicted in it, but not the 
Messiah they want and about whom they dream. 

116. We Christians, however, have both books of the Holy Scriprures, the old 
3Ild sacred, and in addition, rhe new and masc sacred. The old predicts the Messiah 
and says: he shall surely come and v,,fil be given. The new calls and says: he certainly 
:ias come and was given. If the Jews could now accept rhe new Book, the most holy 
scriptures, as so many did 1,400 years ago, then they would surely understand that 
Eircun1cision and all old holiness must yield to baptism and the new holiness which 
js greater than all orher holiness. For at the time that the Messiah and his book were 
~ stuck in the old book, that is, in the promise, there was evidently no oilier holy 
s.criprure than the old book, in whose promise all saints who hoped for such a prom
ised Messiah were saved. For he is the one and the only Messiah, who was promised 
to rhem but came and appeared to us, so that no other can be expected no.r come. 

; 117. After, however, the Messiah published this book and gave it to us, there 
;; _a ;s no need to wait for any-funher promises. Just as the old book is now a form of 

:vitness for God, char the Messiah was to have co.me, so the new book is so much 
:nore a witness of God, now that the Messiah has come. Thus, the two Cherubim66 

:acing each other in the Chair of Grace, that is, the Old and New Testament, say 

~ _ 66. The word cherub(im) is Hebrew for "auendant(s). "It is sometimes translated 
' - i?.S "angels," air.hough ch.:. Greek word angelos means messenger. Angelos was introduced 

fmo che Greek version of che Bible as a direct translation of the Hebrew malach, which 
•. :mram "messenger. " 

.. 
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that Jesus Christ, the son of Mary, is the Savior of the world and the right Chair 
of Grace before God, against our sin, death, Devil and Hell. Therefore it is fulfilled 
as it has been said: "Israel shall live in safety," when the last Jews seek to interpret 

as the end of time. 

118. Since, however, the Jews refuse to accept this, they have neither the old 
nor the new book, neither God the provider not Messiah the deliverer, are suspended 
between heaven and earth, touch down nowhere, do not meet either the old or the 
new book, as Zachariah 5, 161 showed the flying letter which he called maledictio, 
curse; for their lessons are boastful cursing; otherwise they truly know not.1-iing 
about the scriptures. In the first place, it is sure that they do not know the promises 
of the Messiah. Furthermore, they do not understand the Ten Commandments, 
because, without Messiah, they cannot be understood. In the third place, they can
not understand what the ceremonies mean. In addition, because the priesthood has 
disappeared, they also do not well understand the origin of the ceremonies. In the 
fourth place, no Jew understands the noble, precious examples of the lives of the 
fathers, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David, all told, the whole 
people oflsrael. For they do not know what true belief, true good works, are. This 
is proved by their blind, mad, miserable Talmud companions, their commentaries 
and finally their grammar. That is why they have nothing more from the Old Testa
ment. It says: "I am the light," (says Messiah, Joh. 8, 12) where that is not so, what 

else can there be there except only darkness?•• 

119. This should be said in answering in a dull and crude fashion the stiff
necked Jews and their prickly, poisonous question, namely that 1 Mos. 49, 10 and 
5 Mos. 18, 15 powerfully prove, and with him all prophets together and sufficien:ly, 
that Mary was and must be the mother of Messiah from the tribe of Judah and the 
house of David. If they will not believe Moses, then they'll believe the apostles less. 
Furthermore, such an answer is certain and good enough for us Christians, as said, 
the son Messiah must come from David, and we believe in addition that his mother 
was virgin, in which case she must be David's flesh and blood and natural daugh:er: 
otherwise, her son Messiah could not be David but of a different breed, because 
his mother would be of a different blood, although it is curious that she, Mary, had 

to bear (a child) without any man's blood and flesh. 

120. Through this evidence in the Old Testament we shall now see the New 
Testament and how richly and powerfully it proves the same thing, i.e., that Mary 
must be David's daughter. First, St. Matthew, 1.1 begins his book, "This is the book 
about the birth ofJesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham." Here you 

67. Zachariah 5: 1: "Then I turned and lifted up my eyes, and looked, and behold; 
a flying scroll . ... " Zachariah lived in the sixth century B. C. E. He is regarded as 011t 

of the "minor" prophets. His prophecy consisted of visions which needed imerpreiatiot1. 
He was one of those who urged the rebuilding of the temple after its first destruction by 

Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C.E. 
68. John 8: 12: "I am the light of the world; The man who follows me will never walk 

in the dark but will live his life in the light. " 
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are told that Jesus Christ or the Messiah is the son of David and the son of Abraham; 
therefore, his mother must be the daughter of David and Abraham, because s.he is 
a virgin who bore without a man as is proved by the apostle. And if St. Matthew 
had not written another word about this, except this opening of his book, then that 
would have been enough proof thar Mary must be of the House of David. For the 
son, Messiah, proves where the mother comes from, not the mother (as the mad 
Jews seek) where the son comes from, or that he is of the tribe of Judah. Now the 
apostle carries this co the exqeme, and counts three times fourteen generations 
since Abraham, those are two hundred and forty generations, so thai: one could say 
for each generation: his daughi:er is Mary and Jesus is his son, as he is David's and 
Abraham's son1 so that Matthew acknowledgeS forty-rwo times in the course of the 
generations that Mary is of the tribe of Judah and the flower of David. And, to sum 
it up, as often as Jesus is called the Messiah in the Old and the New Testament, 
that is how often Mary, his mother, is proved tO be i:he daughter of David. 

121. However, since many are concerned why the apostle turns to those words 
in i:he last paragraphs, he derives Joseph, places Miriam, whom he cannot derive 
in a straight line from David as he derives Joseph: here we ought (if we know 
nothing dse) honor the Holy Ghost and think that Matthew knew the relatives of 
Mary very well ar Nazareth, because he knows Josepb, her husband so well and con
sidered him a friend, and it is unbelievable that he should testify forty-two rimes 
that Christ is David's son in a straight line of the generations, and that still the 
mother came from a foreign rribe, as i:fhe had become mad and duUminded in the 
extreme. 

122. Nevertheless, we want to take a look at the words of the apostle, and see 
ifhe too can derive Miriam from David as well as Joseph. It is certain that St. Mat
thew derives the line through Solomon and St. Luke through his brother Nathan: 
.those are two lines, through one relationship as two brothers, from David; for in 
King Joas they come together, and must come together in one line because 2 Chron. 
'22, 9, 10 says that Athalja killed all royal seed except for Joas, and as the text states: 
'''There was no one of the house of Ahasja who would become king." Here ends 
the line of Solomon so that Christ could come of his blood; according to the line 
Qfthe brothers and fathers, but not from the posterity of his body, but, as Luke says, 
from Nathan, his brother. 

123. Whether the two apostles separate these lines from one another later, I 
will not explain now; it is certain that they remain in the House of David; but when 
it comes to the grandfather of Joseph they agree, for both agree upon Matthan or, 
is Luke calls him, Mathes. i noticed that he was called Matthan according to the 
Grammar but Matthes according to ordinary laymen's language, just as we Ger
mans derive from Johannan, Hans, Hansel, and Renno; or Nicolaus, Nickel, 
Claus, etc. We Germans pronounce the name Matthes plain and right, as it is writ
ten in Hebrew, Matthath, Thaf raphato [ the weak letter Thaf] 69 et A puro vel Italico 

69. In the Hebrew language the last letter of the alphabet in the Ashkenazi tradition 
may be pronounced eiiher "saf" or "taf" depending on the meaning of the word in which 
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(that is with a--~ that has been augmented with Raphe and with a clear and Italian 
A)_10 

124. Let us note this Matthes, everything depends on him, for there is where 
the blood of Abraham and David comes close to the Messiah, almost in the last 
house. For up to the house of this Matthes, Messiah came from up above, and we 
certainly have him in this house; for he must come from this house alone, it is in
significant and whatever comes from the houses of brothers or cousins is placed in 
the rear, they do not concern us, he is in the house of Matthew. Even if we had 
nothing more than this Matthew, then we would still have more than enough to 
answer those who are concerned how Mary and Joseph could have been from one 
tribe and one House. Because the Messiah is in the House of Matthes, and must 
come from the House of Matthes, the apostle has thereby clearly and obviously 
proved that both Mary and Joseph must not only come from the tribe of Judah and 
the House of David but also from one house of Matthew, the grandfather of Joseph; 
because the Messiah must come from the house of Matthes. If the Messiah is in the 
House of Matthes, then his morher must certainly also be of it, as the one who, a 
virgin, and of the House of Matthes, David and Abraham, s.hall bear the Messiah. ' ; 
For in whatever house the Messiah may be, rus morher Mary must certainly be there f 

before, (as was said above) which shows that she is a virgin and has no husband; 

•· 
=-

it is achieved by the virginity wruch leads the Messiah with rus mother from all 
fathers to himself. 

125. What was the shortcoming which prevented St. Matthew from proving ., 
to us that Mary and Joseph are of one tribe and one house and father? The shon
coming lay in the fact that we did not notice from which father the Messia ca.me, 
and that his mother must be in the same one, because she shall be a virgin, and can
not acknowledge that her child stems from any human other than herself and ht:r, 
father. That Hieronymus, Lyra and others write that it will have to be proved tha~ 
Mary and Joseph are of the same origin and that he took her in marriage according '" 
to the Law of Moses, 4 Mos. 36, 6, 7,11 so that the possessions would not be 
separated into strange tribes, that is far too indifferent and too unimportant and 
also too far in the past and looking to supersede David and yet does not help at all; 
just as Burgensis justly and correctly rejects this. Why did we not investigate rhls · 
Matthes? then we would have gotten a lot closer to this, so close that it could not 
have been closer. 

(note 69 continued) the letter occurs. In the Sephardic tradition, the letter is always pro
nounced "taf "Luther refers to the Ashkenazi pronunciation inasmuch as the Gennq1 
Jews whom he knew used the Ashkenazi pronunciation. In fact, the word ''Ashk~I.' 
was used for centuries to denote Germany while the word "Sefarad" was used to de,10~ 

Spain, another center of Jewish culture in the Middle Ages. Modern Hebrew as spokei, 
in Israel is pronounced according to the Sephardic or Spanish pronunciation. 

70. This Latin phrase means "and moreover with a clear Italian 'A. '" 
71. The laws of inheritance among the ancient Hebrews are mentioned here as fol

lows: "Only within the family of the tribe of their father shall they many. So the inhe,rl- ' 
tance of the children of Yisra'el shall not remove from tribe to tribe." 

-------=··- ::."':l:!.-;c: 
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126. Because the Messiah must come from the House of Matthes and from 
nowhere else, Jer us see what comes from that House. First, his son Jacob comes 
from there, as Matthew w:rires. The Messiah does nor come from the house of this 
Jacob, hasn't been included either, for his son, Joseph, comes from it. 

Mary canuoc as yet come from ir, nor be his daughrer, although she is in it with 
her son the Messiah; otherwise Joseph would have taken his .father's sister or rus 
grandfather's natural daughter, wruch God, through Moses, prohibited. 3 Mos. 18, 
12. n It could even less be another daughter of Marrhes, who became the mother 
of the Messiah, sole must be alone Mary, For the daughters leave the houses of the 
fathers for other houses, that is why the scripture does not regard the female line. 
Therefore, Matthes musr ar least have one son, from whom the Messiah comes and 
heis Eli, asLukewrires. He begora daughrer, Maria Jacobi, and she is nor rhe one; 
and thereafter a younger daughter, Maria, she is the one. If he bad more sons and 
daughters, ir WQuld make no difference; for me Messiah musr come from a virgin, 
the daughter of Eli. 

127. Here we now have the mother of the Messiah, she is a sibling ofJoseph, 
and both are grandchildren of one grandfather, Matthes. Therefore, it has been suf
ficiently proven that Mary and Joseph are of the same tribe and lineage, while she 
is a grandfather's grandchild, the children of two brothers, and could not be closer 
unless they were physical brothers and sister. 

Through Moses it was permitted in this people, that siblings could marry one 
another, that is, a grandfather could associate his two grandchildren or two brothers 
could do this with their children among this people, so that the apostle calls Joseph 
Mary's husband and Mary the bride of Joseph; as ifhe meant to say: because you 

,have heard that Joseph is Mary's husband, you knew her well enough to know that 
according to common usage those of one lineage are siblings. 

128. Thus, the apostle brought the Messiah, his mother with him, from the 
beginning through all the houses of the patriarchs to Matthes' house then to Eli's 
liouse and from there to Joseph's house, where he was born and educated; not of 
his body, but of the body of his wedded wife, or in rus married state, and Messiah 
js his legal son, and Joseph his legal father, but only from the virgin Mary. Since 
.we are aware that Joseph and Mary are the grandchildren of the great patriarch Mat
!hes, we have enough evidence and are certain that Mary is with Joseph of the House 
·!if David. Whoever wants to quibble about the two brothers Jacob and Eli, as to 
whether Jacob took his brother's daughter Mary and gave her to his son Joseph, or 
'l'hether Eli took his brother's son, Joseph, and gave him to his daughter Mary, he 
~lay do so; it is enough for us that they, the two fathers of Joseph and Mary, were die sons of Matthes. 

129. That Hieronymous writes that according to the lineage of St. Matthew 
Jaicob is the natural father of Joseph while according to Luke's lineage, it is Eli whom 
te also calls Eliakin and Joakim (for all three are regarded as one name as Nicolaus, 

72. "Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is your kinsman. " 

,,K~., ....... .,,., •. , ... l,,J..~ • 
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Nickel, Claus), who is his father, that is, his father-in-law or cousin, in the sense 
that the daught~r's husband is called son, and the son's wife is called daughter, and 
according to the law that a brother must permit the children of his deceased brother 
[to) call him father and be one.73 That pleases me a good deal, and better than 
Eusebius with Lyra, who believes Jacob took his brother Eli's widow and begot 
Joseph with her. In that event, Mary and Joseph, (Joakim or Eli's daughter) would 
be mother, children and natural siblings, which Moses would not tolerate, 3 Mos. 

18, 6. 

130. Here the old question arises: Which one of the apostles among the two, 
Matthew and Luke, describes the paternal line, since it is obvious that Matthew, 
as is proved above, followed the fraternal line from Salomon down to Ochosias. 
First, one must let go of Lyram and his part in this, with their opinion, for they go 
too far afield, for he holds that Nathan was not the natural son of David, but of the 
prophet (who would have been as old as David himself) and came from Uria and 
Bethsaba together with the other brothers, Simea and Sobab, 1 Chron. 3, 5, whom 
David late elected to be adoptive children and only Salomon was the son of Beth
saba; that is the meaning of the saying in Proverbs 4, 3: "I was the only son of my 
mother," etc. That is nothing; in that manner, Christ would be Uriah's son, he was 
a Hittite, a heathen, although more pious than a thousand Israelites. 

131. Furthermore, it suffices for a Christian, that both apostles introduce 
David's children, be that father's or brother's line, and both remain in the house 
of David, do not count adoptive children or alien blood. From when Christ comes. 
he comes from David. I hold with those like Luke who derive it from the paternal 
line, until Eli; since the line of Metthes splits in two, one part on Jacob and the otheL 
on Eli, he must place Joseph, the son of Eli, that is Edom, on the grounds, as he 
himself says, that Joseph is the putative father of Christ, but not the natural father 
as the line would have demanded it if Mary, his bride, had not been a virgin mot:her, 
and in the manner of scripture will not tolerate to follow the line of women; never
theless he is still putative. One body with his bride Mary as he is putative father of. 
Christ. In sum, as said before, the father Matthes makes it clear that Mary and Jesus 

are the children of one house and one father. 

132. It worries some that Matthew says again and again, genuit, genuit, he 
begat or bore; they therefore believe that Matthew talks about the natural line whicll 

73. This is called the "Levirate" in anthropologi,cal usage. From Latin levir, the 
husband's brother. This was important in Jewish law and is mentioned repeatedly in 
several sections of the Bible. Thus, Genesis 38: 8-10 concerns Onan, who "spilled ftis 
seed upon the ground" rather than impregnate his sister-in-law with whom he was tit©' 
bound to have children. The children would, however, cany on the family of his broth-st 
and would be atrributed to his brother. The eldest son of such a union inherited the properl.JI 
and the name of the deceased. Deuteronomy 25:5 states, "If brethren dwell together, atui 
one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not be married abroad w,w 
one not of his kin; her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, 
and perform the duty of a husband's brother unto her. " 
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follows birth, from father to son, on and on; Luke, however, talks about the frater
nal or paternal line., which they call legalem, not adoprivam, as Lyra believes but, 
because a brother, according co the Law, he must concern himself with the children. 
of his deceased brother, as ifhe were _their father. Thi1>, I do nQt believe, St. Matthew 
does not believe it himself and cares nothing for it. For he lets only three.members 
outside, among the kings and says: Joram begat Usia; which is impossible because 
Usia was bom four generations, i.e., one hundr.ed years, after the death ofJoram, 
in addition descends in the fraternal line from Nathan, not Solomon, from where 
Joram came. The same thing was done among the nobility after the Babylonian cap
tivity, for he leaves a lot om, counts only fourteen, where Luke counts twenty-two, 
and could not name anything: Asar begat Zadok, where perhaps rwo or three are 
left out; that is why the genuii adds nothing here to the belief that Matthew ought 
to be the pat:emal line. 

133. His manner of speaking is to say genuit, or .he begat him etc. With that 
he means only: he is from him or born of his blood, as we say in German; Carolus 
comes from or is born of Maximilian. He shows this also in the title with these 
words: ''This is the book concerning the birth of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham." Christ was of course not born of nor begotten by David; nor is 
he his son, because he comes from him accordlng to the blood. Therefore birth in 
chis case cannot mean the personal birth of the Savior, where he lists forty binhs 
of his ancestors. Luke, however, uses the-paternal line. For he praises himself at the 
beginning, that he researched it all carefully and wants to write about it. We musr 
eelieve him because we believe far greater and different things. For such registers 
were known among the Jews, wrote down everything, (as was their fashion) as two 
examples show, i.e., Chronicles (and) Esra; also Moses, who dlligently describes 
the generations of Jacob and Esau. 

134. Matthew admits freely that he wanted nothing more than to count in an 
orderly fashion, for he says, he wams to calculate three Tessaradecadas, three times 
fourteen, from Abraham to Christ. And because he found fourteen partriarchs, he 
did not want to name more than fourteen kings and fourteen nobles. Because the 
writers, through no fault of the apostle, a king, Joakim, the father of Jechonja, was 
left out, so that only thirteen kings are mentioned, a shortcoming which 
Hieronymus also shows in the Greek books. Luke, however, lists four times four
!een, takes all of them, even those who were not kings, as also Nathan and his off
spring. Added to this same Luke by the scribes is the fourth generation after Noah, 
Le., Kenan, which cannot be. Therefore I consider it a useless effort, to compare 
all names with one another, because we do not have the registers. And it is not writ
~ in the first place for us heathens (but for the Jews) who no doubt knew it. It 
suffices that we compare as much as we can; you can ask Josephus and Philo about 
!hat. 

135. I am willing to risk any friendship on my opinion or understanding; who
ever can do it better, shall be right. 

T 
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Levi.* 
Aaron. 
Zadok. 
Jojada. 

A* 
Zacharias Elisabeth Anna 
John the Baptist 

Eli 

Abraham.** 
David. 
Joas. 

Zerubabel. 
Matthes. 

Jacob. 

Maria Cleophae Maria Joseph Salome Zebedaus 
1. Jacob 2. Simon JESUS 1. Jacobus major 
3. Joses.** 4. Juda 2. John Evang. 

* Refers to the priestly line ** Refers to the royal line 

136. This Mary, the mother= sister of our Lord or his aunt, is called Maria 
Jacobi of the son, in the Gospels; is also called Maria Cleophae by the other mm 
who was still alive on Christ's Easter Day, Luke 24, 18. Therefore, Juda is also called 
Jacobi, perhaps because he is the brother of Jacobi, Alphao, the first husband -::if 
Maria Jacobi. These are called the brothers of our Lord, because they are the chil
dren of his Mother's sister. 

13 7. Furthermore, the angel Gabriel says, Luc. 1, 36, that Elizabeth is the : 
older female relative or aunt of Mary; that cannot be otherwise, for Mary's moth.er 
was Elizabeth's sister, we will let her be Anna as she is called everywhere. Because 
Elizabeth is of the tribe of the priests, as the angel says, from the daughters of Aaron, ,, 
that is why I place the two sisters, Anna and Elizabeth, into the line of Aaron, ,o , 
Joachim or Eli of the tribe of David takes the one sister, Anna, and Zacharias of 
the tribe of the priests the other one, Elizabeth. Therefore, Mary becomes Aaron's, 
daughter of the tribe of the priests, on her mother's side and David's daughter of 
the royal house on her father's side; therefore, Christ is both of the priestly and oei;' --
royal blood. And Elizabeth is her aunt and the great aunt of the Lord; thus, Mru:y, 
would be a sibling of John the Baptist, and he a near cousin in the third degree of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

138. Now Salome wants to be something special, expects an advantage with 
the Lord, because she asks him to place her two sons, one at the right (Mauh. 20, 
2 [) the other on the left, in his kingdom, which I interpret to mean that they musi:, 
have listened to him carefully. That is why I consider her Joseph's sister; she thought 
Maria Jacobi the sister of the mother, I am, however, the father's sister; that is why 
I am entitled to precedence with my children before the mother's sister with ter 
children. Although Joseph no longer has a child, my sons are Jesus' closest friends, 
and she thinks, Jesus is the son of Joseph, as everyone held the same view at the same 
time (Luc. 3, 23). The others grumbled against this, no doubt the children of the 
mother=sister, and perhaps untold more with them who also sought to be the 
greatest, as we read in the Gospels. Herewith, Jacobus the Great and John the Bap
tist also become cousins of the Lord, with the name so close as Jacobus and Simon, 
Juda and Joseph, but one generation further, according to the blood. For Josepl: is 
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not the natural father of the Lord, only his mother Mary and Salome are the 
daughters of two brothers, etc. 

139. From this one can see, how the Lord's closest relatives forced themselves 
on him according to the human manner, and still he conducts himself in a friendly 
and brotherly way. No gleam of majesty glows here, but. the outward servile form. 

140. Many, such as Bonaventura, 74 believe, with conviction and a clear con
science, tha-r John the Baptist and Mary Magdalene were groom and bride at the 
wedding at Cana, according ro the sequence in John the Baptist. Someone else may 
have a different (but free) conviction it may be Simon or Juda the bridegroom, and 
rhe bride also a near aunt in the next or third degree; for the apostles call Simon 
of Cana and Juda zealots, that is, of Cana. It ought to be considered, that bride and 
groom must have been the close relatives of Mary, since she is present herself and 
helps to run it [the wedding]. For she would not frivolously mix into a strange or 
distant friend's wedding, as there were other women, closer. 

141. However, the final opinion of the apostles, particularly Matthes, with 
such a line of the family, is this, that he wants to instruct and strengthen the ig
norant, weak Jews, but stuff the mouth of the stubborn with these two statements: 
Jesus is .l'vlessiah and Mary is a virgin. For these two statements were the most 
difficult for the pious to believe, and utterly impossible to believe for the stubborn; 
the cause was, he was well known in Nazareth with his father, mother and many 
friends, for he was raised th.ere and had lived there for thirty years, and like any ap
prentice, wo.rked as a carpenter with his father Joseph, did not go to school, learned 
nothing, the same after his father's death when he supported himself with his poor 
mother, did not let anyone notice anything special bur kept himself simply quiet 
like any other young man of his kind, that she was used to him and could not in 
her heart accept that this unschooled, gross and poor carpenter was to be leamed 
and in addjtion a preacher all his life. 

142. Suddenly, when the thirty years are over, he leaves his trade, runs away, 
lets himself be baptized by St. John with others, begiru; to preach, to interpret and 
teach scripture and do wonders, so that the whole world is aghast, so that all priests 
and teachers appear as useless, meaningless gossjps compared to him. That was a 
strange, incomprehensible thing in their eyes and ears. It was even stranger that he 
was not only a prophet but the Messiah himself. Oh, what strange, contemptuous 
speeches were made about th.at! Dear one, keep qwet, should Jesus preach, do you 
think I don't know him? I have lived with him for thirty years, and know well who 
he is and what he can do. 

143. Take yourself as an example: If you had lived, worked, eaten, drunk etc. 

74. Giovanni de Fida.11.za, also known as St. Bonaventura (1221-1274), was a 
famous medieval writer. A bishop and a cardinal, he was canonized in 1482 and immor
talized in Danie's Inferno as a saint. 

-.-
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with Hans N., tl;te son of a poor citizen for thirty years, and you knew him as well 
as yourself, that he never knew one letter, and that he wandered into another coun
try that same year, and you now heard that he is preaching and is learned, and that 
all scholars consider this a miracle; you would say to the reporter: Are you silly or 
are you joking? Do you think I don't know Hans N. with whom I broke bread for 
thirty years? And if a great noise came about to the effect that he had become king 
or Roman emperor you would say: Well, he has gone crazy and the world has gone 
mad and wants to be mad, but don't tell it to me, I know him too well. That is how 

it appeared to the Nazarenes with regard to Jesus. 

144. Since he came home again a bit over one-half year later, he went to 

school, gets up, takes the book Isaiah in hand, reads from it, sits down, and holds 
a beautiful sermon so that all are astonished; now they all see him themselves, can
not deny it is Jesus, whom they know very well, begin and say, Matth. 13, 54ff: 
"From where does so much wisdom and power come to him? Is he not the son of 
a carpenter? Is not his mother called Maria? And his brothers Jacob and Joses, 
Simon and Juda? And are not his sisters all with us? From where does all that come 
to him? And they were angered by him." Why were they angry? They could not 
believe that what they heard and saw was from God. This person they knew too well 
and he was too unimportant; that is why they thought he had submitted to the 
Devil, who sought to commit this unheard of thing through him. And since he at
tacked them with one word, they took him at that same hour, led him outside of 

town, 
meant to break his neck by driving him down from the mountain as a 

malicious person. 

145. For in his lecture on Isaiah he allowed them to notice that he is the 
Messiah, for he said, the same word is fulfilled in him Jesiah at 61, 1: "The spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, therefore the Lord anointed me," that is, made into the 
Messiah, although he was a beggar as they knew him. Thereupon he rebuked them, 
as if they were not worthy of his miraculous deeds, as Luke mentions at 4, verse 
16. Then they became angry and thought: Get rid of such a Messiah, he will cause 
uouble; we know he is a beggar, but wants to be Messiah. Away with that lout who 
only recently helped to erect a house and picked up shavings with us, and suddenly 
became Messiah, that is, king of all kings, and holds us holy people oflsrael in con-

tempt as he will not do what pleases us, etc. 

146. Now, however, they become even more angry because he rose from the 
dead and rose i:o heaven (but they thought he was dead now as he deserved as a 
deceiver), and they should now not only view this Jesus, who had dealt with them 
as he pleased as the Messiah but accept him even after death as a Lord of Heaven 
and earth; that was a repugnant and unbearable sermon for them, they found it 
offensive and the greatest number of them fell to this day; for their thoughts must 
have been right, God must have lied and been wrong, as they do even now, and have 
lied and murmured against Jesus, so that it is unspeakable and can also not be put 

in writing. 
147. Yes, that is (as I began) the foremost and final task of the apostle, that 

he was anxious to convince the Jews of Jesus so that they would accept him as the 
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Messiah, and forget about all difficulties and not be hindered by the fact that he 
Jived among them so contemptuously for thirty years and that he was crucified so 
shamefully. For this is the son of Abraham, David and all the patriarchs, counted 
out according to the line, up to the mother Mary who was identified as a virgin by 
both Isaiah and the Holy Ghost; not a common son of David and the patriarchs, 
as several others, such as Joseph, Simon, Juda and Jacob; but the singular, excep
tional, wonderful son, in whom the prophecy and promise of Abraham and David 
and all the prophets happened and was fulfilled. If they were,:o accepr this son, that 
is, the prophecy and the promise, then they would have seized upon the right 
Messiah, then they would let go of the Old Testament, including circumcision. 
priesthood, nobility, the temple, Jerusalem and all laws, whlch come from this arui 
belong to it: for they would nm: need it anymore. Insread they would gladly accept 
the New Testament, including Baptism, sacraments and everything the Messiah 
taught and ordered and keep much more holy than tb.e Old Tes.tam.em has ever 
been and would not insist that no further Holy Book or scriptures can be except 
the Old Testament of which they dream. 

148. The evangelist did not work for nothing and in vain, among other evan
gelists and apostles. Many were converted, and accepted Jesus with great joy, could 
not wonder enough, before they could understand it that God had fulfilled his 
promises in so lovely and so friendly a manner. The others held on and still hold 
on to the word of Jes. 53, 2, 3: "We saw him, but there was no body, that we could 
have desired him. He was the most contemptible and worthless, full of pain and ill
ness, he was so contemptible that one would cover the face before him: that is why 
we did not pay anention to him" etc. However, he who wants to be the Kochab or 
Messiah to the Jews, he need not be well formed or good to look at, for they certainly 
hold him in contempt, says Isaiah. 

149. Let us then conclude, the Jews, as mentioned, will easily believe that the 
line as proposed by Matthew correctly reaches .from Abraham co Jesus; that long 
:hey stand still and listen . For at that rime all men and women of the tribe of Judah, 
many thousands, came as well from Judah and the greater pan of the house of 
0avid as Joseph, Mary and their son Jesus although they never looked at them. But 
as the apostle insists: "of whom is born Jesus, who is called Messiah," they recoil 
cs if thunder had struck them down, they no longer hear anything, even though the 
apostle inserted so many links into the line of which he may have wanted to use far 
fewer; even though he leaves out many of them, in order to show that it is not neces
sary to name them all (for they were glad to hear their descent praised) so that this 
holy matter would conclude in a friendly and nice manner. 

, 150. To this, St. Matthewwants to say, not only from his own spirit (although 
he has power, right and command), that Mary, a virgin, has given birth, but also in
troduces the prophet Isaiah, so as to coax them in a friendly way through their own 
scriptures. But what good is it among the stubborn, gnarled, stiff necked, damned 
Jews? They have made a great effort to explain their views as they have with all the 
others, hut cannot achieve anything any way for they are always seeking excuses and 
seek to make trUe one lie with seven more lies. However, as said earlier, one should 
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leave the Jews alo~e and ignore how the devil riots in them. If there is a human heart 
among them, God will find it; with the others, the proverb applies: Lost like the Soul 
of a Jew. Therefore, to strengthen and ornament our belief, how hilarious (but poi
sonous) that the devil treats them with this proverb and against St. Matthew. 

Concerning the Word Alma, and the Virginity of Mary 

151. First, "See, (says Isaiah), the virgin is pregnant." Here the word Alma is 
used, as many, including myself have written, hold that it means a virgin or maid, 
who is still walking with her hair in a wreath'5 and in innocence, and is not yet a 
woman. Now, if a Jew or Hebraist can prove to me that Alma means a woman any
where in the scriptures, I will give him 100 Gulden, God help me to find them. 

The word Alma appears four times and no more in the Holy Scriptures. First, 
1 Mos. 24, 16 concerning Rebecca, who is described by Moses with many words to 
the effect that she had not transgressed with any man. In addition, 2 Mos. 2, 8 con
cerning the sister of Moses, Miriam: "The Alma went and called her mother" etc. 
Miriam could not have been ten years old at the time as the Jews themselves must 
admit. In the third place, Isaiah 7, 14: "See, the Alma is pregnant." In these three 
places is an article which means singulariter unam, 76 and none else. In the fourth 
place, Proverbs, 30, 18/f: "Three things are too wonderful for me and the fourth one 
I do not know: the way of the eagle in the sky, the ship in the sea, the way of the 
snake on the boulder, and the way of a man with a maid. Thus is the way of an adul
teress, who acts as if nothing has happened and says: I have not done evil." 

152. Here, here Alma is used with a man (so they say). I do not ask whether 
Alma is used in connection with a man; for I see it for myself, praise God, and do 
not need a Jew to show it to me. I say, prove to me that here Alma means a woman 
and not a virgin; I would be glad to hear that master and contribute 100 Gulden 
to him. How, when Solomon at that place (as the damned Goy, Doctor Luther, 
understands, and it won't be easy to take it from him, if it oughm't to be worth 100 
Gulden) spoke of the discouraging misfortunes in the world? since a Gever [Hebr.], 
that is, a husband, cannot land in a woman's bed in the name of God but sneaks 
after a virgin in the name of the devil. On the other hand, Gevirah [Hebr.] the 
woman cannot find the man's bed, in the name of God, and crawls to a servant or 
other lout in the name of the devil, has a spacious conscience, swallows the adultery 
like a wolf a moth, acts as if nothing has happened and nobody can cuss her out 
as a whore. Who will prove it? 

153. Because such things must be played out in the dark and must be plotted 
secretly, there belong to this tricky ways, stratagems and intrigues which no Solomon 

75. A custom denoting unmarried virginity. Today some Orthodox Jewish married 
women shave their hair or cut it short and cover their head with a wig. Some keep their 
hair but always wear a cloth to hide it. This custom is also known in all Moslem countries 
although everyone does not observe it. 

76. ''Absolutely one." 
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nor ruler can every think of or prevent with prohibitions, or convince, nor more than 
he could dictate the path of a bird in the air, because the whole heavens are his path, 
and the whole ocean is the path of the ship, and goes whei;-ever the wind wis~, and 
the snake on the boulder, having neither a line nor a direction, can do nothing but 
writhe too much. 

It is one of the sorrows of this life, that ir is not· possible to prevent secrer 
adultery, and that a maid (unfortunarely) will often please a husband more than his 
wife, and a wife will love a servant bener than the master; as the poet says: Quod 
licec, ingramm est. Nitimur in vetitum. Lex occasio paccazi [esz]. n That is whet the 
whore of Potiphar wanted to do to the pious Joseph, J Mos. 39. 7. 78 

154. Nevertheless, Alma means in this case a maid or virgin whom a man will 
pursue; ifhe brings her down, she is no longer a maid; if she stands firm, she remains 
an Alma, as I have well undersood some such stories, that the pious virgins brought 
the lustful men to them with stealth and in their name. Therefore, the Jews cannot 
prove tha.t Alma here at Isaiah 7 means a woman, because the word Alma means 
e virgin or maid in the entire scriptures; even in plurali nwncro, Alarnoth, they can
nor-prove, that ir means anything but virgins or maids. Prove otherwise, but do a 
good job, so that I will not lose my one hundred Gulden in so shameful a manner. 
And in advance, so that Sr. Jiviatthew does not become a liar; otherwise the Holy 
Ghost himself will have to lethimselfbe circumcised; it would be a shame for the 
beautiful relatives if they had to become Jewish. 

155. In addition, Isaiah says rhat1be Alma should be pregnant, and rhat char 
is a miracle and a sign; she did not say, she will become pregnanr as all the ravens 
(rabbis) would like to interpret: they ought to be ashamed for their own "gram
matica," that Ha.;-a m~s concepit es praegnans, she is pregnant, she has rec~ived. 
Bur nevertheless, they wanr to worm our ofit that the prophet rook a young maid 
in his old age and made her pregnant; thereupon be begins and says: See, the Alma 
is pregnant and will bear a son, so that opinion shall be: that is not the sign that 
the Alma is pregnant, the prophet caused this himself, he is her man; bur that she 
bears a son and not a little girl. 

156. Whom shall we believe then? God says: That the Alma is pregnant shall 
be a sign. The Jew says: Oh, no, God lies, that is not a sign, for the prophet im
pregnated the Alma. Thus, we have two texts here; the te:,,.,: of Isaiah is obvious and 
clear: God will give you a sign, see rhe Alma is pregnant etc. But the text of the Jews 
is this one: See the Alma has a man and is pregnant by the prophet, that is how God 
will give you a sign that she will bear a son, and not a daughter. Would you like 
to ask where the Jews gor the great artthar they can play dice with the text and God's 
word as if they were engaged in a phony game, and that the least becomes the fore
most; and give a man ro the Alma of which Isaiah wri res nothing, but says, that the 
Alma is pregnant does not mean that the prophet did it. 

77. What is allowed, is not pleasing. We struggle within our prohibitions. Law is 
an opportunity to sin. 

78. And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph; and she said: "Lie with me. " 

• 
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157. Damm;d gay that I am, I cannot understand where they got such great 
ability, unless, I must believe, that when Judas Sharioth hanged himself, his in
testines burst, and, as happens to the hanged, his bladder burst: perhaps the Jews 
had their servants there with gold and silver jugs and basins which caught the Judas
piss (as it is called) together with the rest of the holy things, thereafter they mixed 
it into the excrement and ate it among each other and drank it so that they 
developed such sharp eyes, so that they see such comments in the scripture, which 
neither Matthew nor Isaiah himself, nor all the angels, let alone we damned Goyim 
can see. Or they looked up the behind of their God, Shed,79 and found this written 
in that impossible place. It is not in the scripture, that is certain; therefore it cannot 

be taken from there. 

158. Therefore we damned Goyim must leave the all holy Jews their heavenly 
wisdom, which they found outside of scripture in the piss of Judas and in their 
Jewish sweat, so they alone will remain smart, and we continue to be fools with 
Isaiah and Matthew so that we remain with the poor, meager and thin texts which 
include no such ingenuity when the piss of Judas and the Jewsweat is removed, 
namely that this Alma is pregnant without the contribution of a man, and bear a 
son without the loss of her virginity. In the entire scriptures, no woman is promised 
a child unless the man or the father of the child is named; no matter how one looks 
at it, the child must have a father, except this Alma, in whose case there isn't any 

mention of a man, and still she is promised a son. 

159. One ought to prevent the evil and dangerous example, that the widows 
and virgins could brag that they had children without men, and that they had done 
it as did the woman in scripture, who also had no men. For it would become a pecu
liar creature if our daughters, virgins and widows meant to set a lot of children into 
our houses, and said they had produced it from the snow, and had no father other
wise. Oh, no, one does not produce children from the snow. Moses says, J Mos. 1, 
2 7, a male and female belong there; God did not want to give the blessing for the 
fruit of the body until he had created them both and gave them together. 

160. However, this unique Maria is the only one who had no man to whom 
she could ascribe the child, but must stand there alone and without a man and hear 
that she is pregnant and will bear a son; but it shall be extraordinary, a sign and 
a miracle (says God), not the usual way; yes, it shall be my sign, I will give it and 
do it, I will be father and husband, she shall be the mother. Now all know, (even 
a cow ought to know it) that it is not a sign if a young married woman becomes preg
nant; what else should the young women do with their husbands, than that they be
come pregnant? For what else are they created? No one considers it a sign or a 
miracle but a common condition and example which is seldom missing. 

161. Therefore, it is neither l:. sign nor a miracle that a pregnant woman carries 
a son and bears him, because it is the common manner, ordered by God, that they 

79. The Hebrew word "Shadai" means Almighty. The Hebrew word "Shade" 

means ghost or spirit. 
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shall not carry vain daughters; only that the Jews want to make God into a careless 
fool, that he should call that a sign, that, according to their Judas piss they invent 
a sign, since the women can give their own advice and the physicians can easily do 
so, whether it is a son or a daughter. But, if this sign remains, showing that the Alma 
could become pregnant without a man, then the Jewish interpretation is not more 
than jew-piss and jew-sweat; no doubt they feel this themselves and that is why they 
fight against the first part about the pregnancy of the Alma. For it depends on that 
-:hat the mother is a virgin. 

162. If Isaiah were no prophet and Matthew no apostle, which one is obliged 
to believe on divine grounds, but they were poor history writers, one ought to then 
easily believe them, as one does concerning Joseph and Philo, so and more than the 
lying, blaspheming and stubborn Jews, who had practiced, with every possible 
effort, upon the whole scripture for 2000 years how to pile one lie upon the other 
so that one ought not easily believe one word of theirs. For one does not believe 
anything said by a lying mouth, even ifhe speaks the uuth (as proverb says) if God 
i:resents him with one word of uuth, then no one will believe it. Et illiud: Si mentiris 
dam, quad verum dicis, mentiris. 81 Christ, Our Lord, would not let the devils speak 
either, even if they spoke the uuth; therefore one should in advance prevent the 
Jews, bad and mendacious as the devils, when two pious honest men or historians 
say otherwise; how much more when a prophet and an apostle say otherwise. For 
it is unseemly to elevate the piss of Judas and the sweat of Jews over the salve of 
the Holy Ghost. 

163. Further, it is not Isaiah alone who proclaims the mother of Christ a vir
gin; God proclaimed it at the beginning of the world after the fall of Adam when 
he gave the first promise of the New Testament or gospel when he said: "I will bring 
about enmity between you and a woman, between your seed and her seed, the same 
shall trample down your head and you will sting him in the heel" (J Mos. 3, JS). 

G.:id the Lord could of course say so much more and may have wished to say: the 
seed of a man shall trample down your head, or name the man whose wife it was; 
bu now he is silent about the man and gives the child or the seed alone to the 
woman; that can be no other than Mary, the mother of Christ; otherwise all children 
and seed would be attributed to the men. 

164. Whether all saints come from Adam, and we Christians until the end are 
also of that seed, who trample the head of the devil, we are surely not that of our
selves, but from the seed of the woman, of whom we believe just as we, following 

80. Flavius Josephus was the "Benedict Arnold" of the Jewish revolt against Rome. 
Commander of Jewish forces in Galilee, he surrendered to the Romans without a fight, 
and speaking their language, became attached to their high command. He followed the 
Roman armies and wrote, among other books, a history of the Jewish revolt 66--70. 

Philo of Alexandria, Egypt, lived from 30 B. C.E. to 45 C.E. A Jewish philosopher, 
,he is credited with introducing rational analysis to Judaism and laying some of the founda
tio1; of Christian philosophy by his promotion of the idea of "the Logos" which views the 
word of God as the will of God. 

81. "And this: If you lie, even when you speak the truth, you will lie. " 

-, 
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him are called a~d are Christians and the children of God, because we remain in 
him, that is, in Christ and in the Son of God; we must become like him. Through 
that belief in the promise of the seed Adam, Eve, Abel recovered from the power 
of the snake and became his head crushers. Whatever the many fathers meant with 
this statement couched in allegories we will let go. For some parts of it are worth 
nothing; for example that Adam should be portio superior rationes; Eve inferior por
tio . 82 Such philosophy does not belong here. On the one hand, the church, i.e . 
Christians see their seed coming from Eve. But that is of a piece with right reason
ing, namely, as said before, that all saints are also of such seed through the belief 
in the one seed of the one woma:i. And if anyone wanted to pretend that with that 
there is still no proof that that woman must be a virgin, could however be a widow; 
very well, God did not want to proclaim it all at once, but proclaim it in time clearer 
and clearer; it is now sufficient that Christ should be the seed of a woman without 
the seed of a man; here the virginity is shown. Everything depends on the seed. 
Thereafter, Isaiah should express that it is an Alma, that is, a virgin. The New 
Testament shall dearly and freely express her name is the virgin Mary ofNazareth, 

the bride of Joseph and the mother of Christ. 

165. The patriarch Jacob assumes (as the Grammatici of the Hebraists warn 
us) by using the word Silo, 1 Mos. 49, 10: "The scepter ofJudah shall not be removed, 
until Silo comes." For it is well to assume that the patriarchs, since Adam's day, 
daily practiced the promise concerning the woman's seed, which had been her life 
and her salvation after the sorrow and fall of Adam. Silo is derived from Silva or Si/jah 
(as they say) and ought to mean secundinam83 since the child lies in the mother's 
body, or newly born infants, coniinens pro contento, •• as the 5 Mos. at 28, V. 53

85 

ap
pears, that he threatens the Jews with such misery that a woman will eat her own Silo 
(afterbirth), which come from her own body, that is, her infant, newly bom by way 
of Synecdochen, 86 which expression is meant in all languages. As if we say, he can 
empty a barrel, devour a whole pot, although one does not drink nor devour barrels 
and pots but what is inside ofth=. "Jerusalem, Jerusalem you beat the prophets to 
death" (Mauh. 23, 37)"7 since the stones and the wood did not do that, but people, 
who are inside . That is an evil house in which there are evil people. 

166. Therefore Jacob now wants to say: until the Silo comes, that is (the 
woman's, not the man's) child comes, that she alone received carried and bore in 
her body, of whom it was said to our father Adam: the seed of a woman etc. in Ger
man, until the son of the virgin comes. For he was not to be received or bom in sin as 

82. a. A higher part of reasoning; b. the lesser part. 
83. Here Luiher refers to the afterbirth, secundae partus. 
84. "Self-control is for the sar.isfied. " 
85. "And r.hou shall eat r.he fruit of thine own body . . .. " 
86. This Greek word passed into Latin and into English and refers to r.he use of com

prehensive terms to stand for specific r.enns wir.hin a larger category or vice versa as Luiher 

explains. 87. "Jerusalem, Jerusalem! you murder the prophet and stone the messengers that 

are sent to you. " 
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other children of Adam; that is why his mother had to be a virgin, whom no man 
had touched, nor a widow, who had had a man previously, and who had increased 
and helped in the original sin. Psalm 51, 7. 88 

167. And if the Devil had been willing t0 have this cause, that Mary were a 
widow, he should have made us so many Christs, as a widow might have borne chil 
dren, so that we would nor have known which one it is, and therefore had lost the 
right and only one among so many sons. It otherwise would have been difficult to 
have kepr even this one in view of his anger. For he already began through his 
manipulations to creare another Christ, nor the natural son of Mary, but an appari
.tion that had come from her. Thar is how Helviclius, 8 7 _the fool, soughrto give Mary 
more sons after Christ, according to these words of the apostle: "and Joseph did not 
recognize his bride .Maria umil she bore her first son"; such as this he wanted to 
understand, as :f she had had more sons after the first son; the ignorant fool. Sr. 
Hyronymus gave him the right answer. In sum, he is the enemy of the seed of the 
woman, would like to have it annihilated or at Jeasrinsecure. Since the apostles (as 
we heard) describe rhe line of descent so ambitiously that the Jews should nor 
become confused and think it musr be a different Jesus, of whom such great things 
are being said, Ibis one (whom rhey knew well) the son of Mary could no, be it. 
Oh yes, (they say) he is the same, the single Jesus the son of Mary the son of David, 
Abraham, and all anceswrs. 

168. That is why it was necessary that his mm:her was a virgin, a young virgin, 
a holy virgin, who freed of original sin and cleansed by the Holy Ghosr, n o longer 
bore an only son, a Jesus, who could certainly be her Sil;ah, fruit of the seed from 
her body, v.ritllout father, an only Christ. But there is no time here co feature this 
extensively for 1 wollld have to preach how from the seed of the woman. there muse 
be-a blessing, promised w Abraham, that is, God would have to be like him. I have 
written and spoken about this elsewhere, that is why I let i"t be enough now. 

169. That rhe Rabbis make an issue concerning the Hay and the.Cholem"0 in 
Silo does not bother me, they can remove the Cholem; if right away Silo is nor to 
be read as Silabfemen£no gen.ere still thefniit of the woman would be alone, because 
:io man is rhere, and would be called the son.of the Virgin from Judah or of Judah. 
But, 5 Mos. 28, 5J9' the man stands by the woman who devours her children; here 
alone is the frufr of the woman Silo, withou. a man. Many of his sermons will cake 
place here, and books wrinen, which are forgotten and lost in time; as we see now, 
2s a good book or good sermon lasts hardly a year, and as one says, one sings a new 

88. "I was shaped i11 in.iqujiy and in sin did my mother conceive me. " 
89. Helvidius was a fourch-cemury Christian writer whose views were refuted by St. 

Jerome, also known as St. Hi;;ronymous. Helvidius held r.lzai r.he virgin mother of Jesus 
Juul subsequent c/a1dren and also argued ,hat virginiiy ranked below matrimony. These 
views were condemned as heresies by the Church. See William Smith and Henry Wace, 
'A. Dictionary of Christian Biography, New York, AMS, 1967, p. 892. 

90. Hebrew leu.ers. 
91. "And thou shalt eat the fruit of they own womb, ihefiesh of thy sons." 

-.JUWWW(.,W,JB..,,,. ........ W~,:;M....-i~..,. 
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song one year, w~th the exception of a few people who hold on to this for their des
cendants. The crowd lets it pass and waits all the time for something new; that is 
why the Devil holds the whole world more and more as a mistake and remains with 

that which he received (Joh. 8, 3[). 
So it happened, and so it goes, from the beginning to the end of the world, that 

great events shall happen and yet few pay attention to it; the others let it go and for-

get it. 

170. Accordingly, Isaiah would be a fine interpreter, who, as a master, inter
preted the word Silo and the woman's seed, as if he meant to say: Do you want to 
know what Silo and what the woman's seed means? I will tell you: It is the magic 
sign that the Messiah shall be the son of a virgin, his mother shall be an Alma who 

receives in her virginal body without the contribution of a man. 
St. Elizabeth also comes right out with this in that she received Mary happily 

and said: "Blessed is the fruit of your body" (Luc. 1, 42)
92 

that is Silo, the fruit 
matricis tue

93 
your Siljah, or alone from your body, and without a man; for the child 

of my body has a father called Zachariah. 

171. David sings so as well in Psalm 22, 10 94 in_the person of Christ: "You have 
pulled me out of the body ofmy mother." Here he calls himself Silo, who has come 
out of his mother's body (not of his father's thighs like all other children). V. 11: "I 
depend on you since the day ofmy mother's body, you are my God from the time 
of my mother's body." No child of Adam can say that, all of whom are born in anger 
and sin and without God, Ps. 51, 7. Alor1,e this one is God's child in grace, at the 
moment that he is taken from his mother's body, and yet must suffer great martyr-

dom worthy of grace etc. 

172. David's Psalm, 110, 3, says further: "From the mother, from the dawn 
comes the throne of your birth." No matter how the dew falls from the dawn, so 
your birth comes from the mother (mother does not mean here the whole person 
of the woman, as in the Fourth Commandment, but refers to what women call the 
womb in their bodies, mairicem or Siijah.) Now the dew falls from the heavens with
out any contribution by men, Mich. 5, 6,95 yes, even without clouds, even when the 
heavens are bright and the dawn the most beautiful, then it falls at its most lovely; 
no one can say from where or how it began to fall. Thus, Christ came from the 
other, which is in the body of the virgin Mary, that no father knows of it, yes, not 
a human being, nor she herself can say or know how it came about that this beautiful 
dew, Christ, was caught and bom in her mother or body. He is called: received from 

the Holy Ghost, from above. 

92. "Blessed are you among women and blessed is your child." 
93. Luther meant Matricis tuae, 'your womb." He carelessly left out the "a" iii 

tuae, as was common in the vernacular Latin of the late Middle Ages. 
94. "You are he who took me out of the womb . .•. " 
95. "And the remnants of Jacob shall be in the midst of many peoples like the de 

from the Lord . ... " 

"'.-_c_~==-~~: . .-::~£: 
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173. Accordingly, all Christians may be called, "born like the dew in the 
heavens," Mich. 5, 6. For, because we believe in Him we are equal to Him and are 
respected. Joh. 1, 2: "He g:ave them the power to become God's children, who are 
not born of the blood but from God." For no one can say or know where a Christian 
comes from; "for he is born of spirit and water," Joh. 3, 5. 96 The water can be seen 
just as dew can be felt, but birth is seen by no one. Therefore we too are children 
received and born of the Holy Ghosr, Christlike except that we receive it from grace 
for Hls sake; he, however, has it because of His person, because He, God's son, was 
not pemritted to be born again is not enumgJed in the old birth of sin and death 
like we the lost children of Adam. 

174. In addition we cite as evidence the saying of Jeremiah at 31, 22: "The 
Lord will create something new on earth, a woman will encircle a man." That was 
read in all of Christendom and understood by Christ and his mother Mary as is only 
fair. "It shall be something new," he says, that has never been on earth before. From 
tb,e beginning children were born, there has been regularity, evil and good people 
have lived, bettered or worsened, as is still the case, and will continue until the end 
of the world: but here i:he new miracle shall take place, that has never occurred 
before, namely a Nekefa, 97 a woman who is not a man, shall surround a man, that 
is, Mary shall receive and bear the son of God. 

175. For this must be, if our belief is to be right, that Christ, our Lord, was 
at the same time God and perfect man in one Person, as the moment that Mary 
gave her assent to i:he angel Gabriel and said, "it shall happen to me according to 
ycur word, as the dear fathe:rs maintained it against Nestor at the council ofEphe
sus.o• 

For if that were not the case, she would not be theococos, called the Mother of 
God, nor would Christ be called her son; of that I have disputed elsewhere, it is too 
long to discuss now. Let me have only that one unique man, who is God and Hu
man, a child in his mother's womb, no matter how small. He must have been small 
as the doctors Dam.acenes and others thereafter calculated it. Accordingly, Eliza
beth, full of the spirit, calls Mary the mother of the Lord even though Mary was 
hardly pregnant for founeen days, a time that would not permit any other child to 
li~•e in a woman; as all know. 

176. In the end, I cannot let it be, I must proclaim what fine thoughts St. Ber
~ard develops from 3 Mos. 12, 2, as he says: "When a woman is impregnated, and 

96. "I assure you," said Jesus, "thar. unless a man is born from water and from spirit 
IM cannot enter the kingdom of God. " 

97. The Hebrew word nekeva means woman a11d is derived from the masculine 
fl)(;rd nekev meaning a caviry as in the i1terus. However in the Yiddish language the word 
tnEanS whore. 

98. Nestor was a fifth-cemury Syrian Christian theologian who taught what is 
.'mown as "The Nestorian Heresy'' w the effec. thcrt Jesus had two separate natures as 
both so1i of lviary and son of God. This teaching was condemned at the Council of Ephesus 
i11 431 C.E. 
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(someone) who i,s literate or not; (he) must say I cannot read what is from him, for 
it is sealed" etc. Such, the Work (scripture) also gives to the blind, mad Jews; for 
although they have the book, there is no understanding, either for the Messiah or 
the Law of Moses for the heathens and the poets, in well done verses, teach better 
things than the Jews, for they are still worth the most. There are many more state
ments in the prophets, particularly Psalm 69, 23f, which is introduced by St. Paul, 
Rom. 11, 9: "Their table could become a rope and a trap before them in vengeance. 
Their face must become dark so that they cannot see," etc. 

185 . But 2 Car. 3, 14, 15, 16, St. Paul paints them correctly as he speaks of 
the Jews since the time of Christ (for it cannot be understood by anybody else): "To 
this very day, when Moses is read, the cover remains on their hearts; for their senses 
are calloused. If however, they converted to the Lord, the cover would fall away." 
Thus, the Lord himself proclaimed to them, Mauh. 8, 12: "The children of the land 
will be thrown into the darkness"; and Joh. 8, 21: "I leave forever and you will seek 
me and die in your sins; for where I go you cannot come." And what drives St. Paul 
in all his letters, but that he curses the Jew dogs, and circumcision as totally blinded 
and calloused, of whom one must be on guard? 

186 . If a Christian seeks understanding in the scriptures from Jews despite 
such damnation and judgment, what else does he do but that he seeks the face of 
a blind man, cleverness from a madman, death from life, and grace and truth from 
the Devil? It is right that he is damned by God, although he is crazy, blind and mad 
just as are his masters. It is well done that one learns the language and the grammar 
from them, just 2s they do as they learn the German language from us, the Welch 
from Welchmen, and learn the language of the country wherever they are; but our 
belief and understanding of the scriptures they do not learn. Therefore we too 
should learn the language from them; but avoid their beliefs and understanding, 
damned by God. 

187 . That is why our Hebraists (I have therefore pleaded with them about this 
for the sake of God) if this work is recommended or important to them should 
cleanse the holy old Bible of the filth and piss of Judas as they could have altered 
the points, distinctions, conjugations, construction, significance and whatever else 
the grammar has and deviate from the interpretation of the Jews so that it agrees 
with the New Testament, that they be sure to do this with joy as is taught by St. 
Paul , Rom. 12, 7, that the prophctia shall be analogia and shall be similar to these 
beliefs. For that is how they did to us, the Bible, these 1,500 years. Wherever they 
could change the Bible with dots, distinctions, conjugations so as to deviate from 
our Messiah and belief and dispute the New Testament, they did it with great and 
mad ambition, as can be seen from the above examples and similar things, 1 Mos. 
49, JO, Haggai 2, 7, Daniel 9, 24, Isaiah 7, 14. 

188. Thus Isaiah 9, 5, as they made the text, Vajikra, Schema, Pele etc. 102 

102. Vayikra is the first word in rhe Third Book of Moses; Shemose is the first word 
in the S econd Book of Moses. In Hebrew usage, these first words are also the names of 
these books. 
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°\;vonderful, counselor, God, Hero, eternal father call the Messiah prince of peace. 
Here one can see their arbitrariness, and therefore disregard their points and inter
pretations, and read it as we read it because it results without difficulties and from. 
6e letters, so that one would read Vajikare for Vajikra and all names could be in 
the nominative. The Hebraists will find more of the same so that one will be able 
to take it from the thieves in honor what they have stolen shamefully these 1,500 
years and perhaps longer. For the main point must be true, that the Holy Scriptures 
points to and witnesses for the Messiah and our beliefs; who does not understand 
it that way cannot have it. 

189. Thar is why I said, that Moses and the scriptures are not known by the 
prcSent-day Jews, nor is it rhe old righteous Moses, for they have befouled him with 
the:ir Judas piss. For Moses wants to be the witness of the Messiah, that is certain. 
Bur because they deal so shamefully with the Messiah it is impossible for them to 
understand Moses in a Pasuk. 103 This task I would like to have undertaken by my 
dear lord and friend, M. Bernhard Ziegler in Leipzig, Professor of Hebrew, that he 
too promote himself for once, like the other Hebraists (Thank God) who have be
come visible bm v:,,ithom much resu1r; for he is an ex.ceptionaJ enemy of the Jewish 
Judas piss, and is capable and would bring the other Hebraists to him and would 
cleanse the Hebrew Bible for us. For if she should again be clean and in good 
Hebrew, then Christians must do it as they have the sense of the Messiah as Paul 
says, 1 Car. 1, 24, "We have the sense of the Messiah," and Luc. 24, 45: "He gave 
them the sense to understand the scriptures;" and Mauh. 13, 11: "Understanding 
the ,ecret of the realm of heaven has been given you. " 

190. Whether one should attack and denounce me, as I failed sometimes in 
tramlation, I will accept it with thanks. For how often did Hieronymus f ail! And 
I see how two fine men, Sanctes and Munster, have translated the Bible studio in
credibili et d17igentia inimitabili and have done much good with rt. Bur the Rabbis are 
roe powerful for them, so that they failed also in the analogy of belief, in that they 
clung too much to the interpretations of the Rabbis. Even I followed their transla
tion !OO much, so that I have to recall, particularly 2 Sam. 23, 101 in verbis novissimis 
Da~id, as I will do soon. 

J 91. In this fashion one could weaken the understanding the Jews have of the 
Bible, and the advantage is that Moses and the prophets did not write with dots, 

(note 102 continued) The word Pele occurs in the Hebrew sentence frequently cized by 
Christian theologians as evidence for the,:r v~ws concerning the azahenriciry of their belief 
thar; Jasus is rhe /vlessi.ah. The semence from Isaiah 9 :5 is, "For £O 11S a chi1d is born, ro 
us a son i.s given: and the government is upon his shoulder: and his name is called 'Pele, ' 
[wor.d.."rful] yo~ el gibbor {Cou11selor of the mighr.y God], avi ad [of the C'/Ji!rlasting / athBY] 
sar shalom [Ihe pn·nce of peace). " 

103. Pasuik is the Hebrew word/or paragraph. 

104 . Lurher lzere refers to his lase suuement on the Jews called " The Last Words of Davui." 
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which is a new hu,man invention'05 after their time; therefore it is not necessary to 

hold to them as the Jews prefer, particularly wherever they are used to the detriment 
of the New Testament. One should do the same with the aequivocatio and dis
tinctio'06 wherever they are used against the New Testament. The Jews enjoy mak
ing everything doubtful and uncertain. Therefore, where the aequivocatio resorts to 

a vocabulo, one should take the significatio which agrees with the New Testament, 
there one can be certain; and the right significatio has a strong witness and assistant 
in the New Testament; that leaves the other significatio for the Jews, the bare hull 

and Peres without witness or assistance. 

192. That shall be commanded the Hebraists. Here I will let it go and have 
nothing more to do with the Jews, or -.vrire further or again against them; they have 
enough on what I already wrote. God give his grace to those who will convert, that 
they (many) recognize and praise God the father, with us, our creator, together with 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost in eternity, Amen.1°
7 

105. Hebrew has no vowels. However, the German Jews and others who do not live 
in Israel have invented a series of dots and dashes designed to provide vowels for those 
whose Hebrew is insufficient to understand the words otherwise. 

106. Double meaning 
10 7. Almost z:he entire liierature conceming Vom Schem Hamphoras is in Ger-

man, not in English. This is of course understandable, considering that the book was not 

herewfore available &1 the English language. 
Nevertheless, mention is made of Lttrher's wn·u11gs against the Jews in some English 

arr.icles and books concerning Luther. One af the more receni of mcli discussions may be 
found in a book by Mark U. Edwards e:ruitled Luther's Last Bardes. Quow1g the Ger
man writer Wi:lhelm Maurer, Edwards holds that four basic theological principles held 
concemi11g tlie JezLJS throughout Linher's life. These were I) that rhe Je-<JJs were suffering 
under the wraih of God, 2) ,hcu zhe Jews could not be com.ierted by human efforL alone 
but only by di'Uine interwmricm> 3) that Judaism is always hostile LO Christianity and 
blasphemes God and 4) .that there exists a "solidarity of guilt" betwee11 Christians and 

Jews. Since L,uher, as we have see11, recommended a manber of severe anti-Jewish ac,ions 
whic.lz he hoped Christians would uzke, some modern tl1eologiam anempt to divorce 
Lmher 's rheology from these recommended actions. Edwa1·ds rejects this effurt io "embrace. 
Luther's iheology without also having to embrace his anti- Semiric practices. " Edwards 
argues that because Lw}u:r lived in rhe si:aeench century, and not in ours, he r:ied his 
rlu:ological description of the Jews closely to his recornnumdatums as w what should be do11e 

to Lhe "God forsaken'' Jews. 
IL may well be tn,e that Luther feared Jewish exegesis of the Bible particularly since 

some early Prorescara Bibk translator; were in faci accepting Jewish interpretations of the 

Old Testament. Furt.hennore, Edwards cites Oberman's view iJ1ai Luther believed that the Last 
Judgment was at hand and that therefore he was called upon to defend ihe Truth against 
Jews, ''papists," Turks and ''fanatics, " i.e., Protestant Christians whose views differed 

from his own. 

B 
Vom Schem Hamphoras und 

vom Geschlecht Christi 
(Original German Version) 

1. Im niichsten Biichlein habe ich verheissen, ich wollte hinnach !assen 
:aufen, was die rasenden, elenden Juden von ihrem Schem Hamphoras liigen und 
:astern, wie davon schreibt Purcherus in seinem Buch Victoria gennannt. Das will 
:ch hiemit also gethan haben, unserem Glauben zu Ehren, und den Teufelsliigen 
der Juden zuwider, dai3 auch die, so Juden werden wollen, sehen mogen, was sie 
fur schone Artikel bei den verdammten Juden glauben und halten miissen. Denn 
wie ich in jenem Biichlein bedingt, ist meine Meinung nicht, wider die Juden zu 
schreiben, als hoffte ich sie zu bekehren, habe darum dasselbe Buch nicht wol!en 
nennen "wider die Juden," sondern, "von den Juden und ihren Liigen," daf3 wir 
Deutschen historienweise auch wissen mochten, was ein Jude sei, unsere Christen 
YOr ihnen, als vor den Teufeln selbst, zu warnen, unseren Glauben zu stiirken und 
2u ehren; nicht die Juden zu bekehren, welches ebenso moglich ist, als den Teufel 
zu bekehren. 

2. Denn gleichwie wir mi:issen lehren und schreiben vom Teufel, Holle, Tod 
i.:nd Sunde, was sie sind und thun, nicht dafi wir aus deni Teufel einen Engel, aus 
cierHolle einenHimmel, aus dem Tod cinLeben, aus der Sunde Heiligkeit wollten 
machen, welches unmoglich ist; sondem dafi wir uns davor hiiten: also schreibe ich 
auch von den Juden. Denn ein Jude oder jiictisch Hertz isr so stock-stein-eisen
teufel-hart, dafi es mit .keiner Weise zu bewegen ist. Wenn Mose kame mir alkn 
Propheten, und thliten alle Wunderwerke vor i.hren Augen, daB sie sollren ihren 
harten Sinn lassen, wie Chrisrus und die A_postcl vor ihnen getan haben, so ware 
es doch umsonsc. Wenn sie auch so greulich gescraft wurden, daB die Gassen voll 
Bluts riinnen, dafi man ihre Todten niche rn.ir hundemausend, sondern mit 
zehnhunderttausend recnnen und zii.hlen miisste, wie zu Jerusalem unter Vespa
siano und zu Biner unter Adriano geschehen ist, dennoch mussen sie rechtbaben, 
wenn sie auch ube-r ctiese 1500 Jahr noch 1500 Jahr sollcen im Ele.nde sein, dennoch 
n:ufi GOtt ein Liigner sein, sie aber wahrhaftig sein. 
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